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Covenant between God and «Af en, 


and elpecially concerning Church- 
atte i Covenant , thatis to fay , the Cove- 
| nant whichaCompanydoenterinte ~~ 
> when they become a Chutch, and 
fs Which a Si lanwg eet perfon enters 
into when he becomes amem— 


ber. fetes Church, 1639. 


Wek Jer. 50. 5. 
‘Come let ws joyne our [elves to the Lord, in a s perperuall , 
Covenant that fhall not. be forgotten. 


ters, and namely inthe fourth and fifth verfes of 


of God returned from Captivitie in Babylon at the 
end of feventie yeares: yet we mult nor limit the 
place to that time onely,but may extend it further 
to the aa es of the Gofpel, and the {piricuall recurnsnot of the Jews 
onely, but of che Gentiles alfo, when men fhall be ¢ converted trom, 
Pagan, Antichriftian, Babylonith, or Jewifh bondage and capti- 
vitie, or from flavery | to fine, and felf-righteoufnefle,and fhail be 

_ joyned to God inthe fellowfhip of his Church, in the dayes of the 
New Teftament. For as fome paffages in this Scripture were ne- 
_ ver fully accomplifhed at the returne from the captivitie of the fe- 
ventie yeares, and namely this, that the children of //rael and oa 
ga fhould returne both together ( for the ¢ ten tribe $retutned nor, 
Cwaaihd . Aes, at 
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2p Lthough that which is foretold in thefe two Chap- 


this Chapter, was in pact fulfilled when the peopie 
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and-ourSucraments are mad e Antitypesof theirs, 1:Cox.10, 52,3, 
and Rome is called Babylon, Rev. 47. 5. and Papifts:are called 


(nant. 


vise 47, 


ng 
d. 


-wenant taken thusiseitherthe Covenant ofworkes s or the Cove- 


‘mane ofr graces Anddgainc the Covenant may be confidered;firtt 


‘as.itisperfonalls private and particular, between God'and one ‘pat- 
ticular foule, making Covenant with God; and God with hin, e1- 
therathis fictt converfion, orar other times ; of which we reade 
a Same23.§.8C Plal. LEG) TOOL 66.13, 14.97.82 8e Pfall1r9. 
2,8 Secondly, it isgenétalltand:publick of'a company joyntly to- 
gether, of which this Fexe fer. 50.5. feemes moft properly to 


- ifpeake: -astalfo that Dear.'29.-9, roy Sec, and'that Exod.'19.556, 
and many others: “A -Covetianc- taken thus’gerierally when itre- 


{pects {prituall bleffings, ‘and fpitituall duties, in the Communion 

of Saintssis thar which is ¢alled @hutch-covenatit;which Church - 
Covenantdiffers novin fubRance of thie things promifed from that 
whichis beeween'the Lord. and every patticular foule, but enelly 
in. fome other refpe&s ; asfirit, the one is of one Chriftian in par- 
ticular, the: other: of‘a:commpaty joyntly together, Secondly, ‘if 
right Order be obfervedsa°mah ought not'to enter into Church- 
‘Covenant; till he be in Covearatie- with God befote; in refpect of 
shus,perfonall eftace. Thirdly, The one’is ufually done ‘in private, 


as in-amans Clofer beeween the: Lordand his foule, atid ‘che other 


infomepublickaffembly. ‘Fourthly, The one:in thefe dayes is of 


ach duties as the Gofpel ‘requires of every’ Chriftran ‘as a\Chrilli- 


an, the other of fuch duties‘as the Gofpel requiresot every Church 


andthe members thereof. | 


shiinig: : [iia folemmbe anit-pnblick:promife ) apro- 
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a joynineg in Covenant here: - 

an entring into Covenant, Dext.2 9. 10. Solernne and publick, ; 
and theretore it is by the children of Afrael and the children of Fr. 3 
dah together : and they fay, det us joyne, Secondly >» The objet 

[the Lord, and one another} joyne our felvesto the Lord, itis nota pro- 
mife onely toman, butto the Lord himfelfe, and likewife to one 
another ; fors come let us joyne, isaplyes mutuall confent together, 
Thirdly, The Agents or the qualification of the perfons :[ Chria 
fliansjnovT urkes, Indians, Sc. Saints, Pfal. 50, 5- 16,17. Fealled 


3 
to fellomfhip with Chrift} fo i (or. is.9. elfe ifthey be not united to 
@hrift by faith, they are fot fit materialls for {uch 4 buildingasa 
Church of God, which is the houfe of the living God, Ephef-y,1, 
1 Cor. t, 2. Phil.t.1,Revat, 27, [ By bis providence 10 live tegen 
thei  elfe they cannot partake in the Lords Ordinances cogerter \ 
as Churches ought, to doe, 1 Cor.14,°2 3. Att. 14. 27. the whole 
Church comes together in one place [ cleaving together in feithand 
love | {o AG. 4. 32. If they differ, namely, in opinion, or in their ; 
aficction, and fhould joyne in this Covenant, breaches; fa&tions, 
rents, and {chif{mes, would be like to be the iffue of firch joyning: 
things fo unlike wouldnotclofe nor leng hold together,Dan.2.43- 
[Defircus to partake in all Ordsnances) this fhould be the ground of > 
their joyning in Covenant together, P/al, 110. 3. willing: and 
not pride, nor gaine, nor the like : Fourthly, The A@ [binde the jis 
felves] that now they are bound by theirowne word and promife, | 
that they may fay now, as Pal. 56.42. Thy vowesare upon me, or 
as Num, 30. 2. ithe binde his {oule with a vow. Fiftly, The mac- 
ter promiled [To malke rogether in all(uchmayesofrerip and mux 
snall edification, as the Golpel requireth of Churches and Churrch-mgcmp. - 
vers] they binde not themfelves to oblerve any deviles of their | 
owne, nox inventions of min, but fach things asthe wordof God 
téquirech ; neither is it perfcG obedience to the Law, forthat wete | 
impoflib:e to performe, and prefumprion to promifesnor is tone. : 
ly in generall the duties of the Gofpel, bur {pecially fuch dutiesof 


wortfhip to God, &zedification of one another as concerne Church- 4 
State, which now they enter into. Sixtly, The mannet.ot perfor. } 


ming [ ( onfidence of Gods gracions Acceptance and affiftance through 

Chrift | tor inallour wayes God muft be acknowledged, Pro3.6, 

and much mote in {uch {peciall matters of weight: Ifmeninens 

. , tring inco this Covenant looke tor acceptance,through any worth ie 
, eae Pi . Re : of 
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Church Covenants 
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- Of their owne; or promife dutic in their own ftrength, they fhew 
_¢ themfelves like to the Pharifees, Zuk. 18.10, 11, and turne the 


yy 


~ 


-Church-Covenant into a Covenant of workes? and as many as are 
ofthe workes of the Law, are under the curfe, Ga/..3. 10... * 


The ufe and benefit of this Church-Covenant, and the fruit 
_ thereof, may: be feene in two particulars; firft, Thacchis is that 


whereby a company of Chriftians doe become a Church : Icis the 
Contftituting forme of a Church. Secondly, This is that by taking 
hold whereofa particular perfon becomes a member of a Church, 
which was conftituted afore. For the former ofthefe ; every Chri- 
ftian Chutch muft have init bothmatter and forme, and as the 
-matter by Gods appointment ate vifible Saints, or vifioie belec- 
vers, Ephe/. 1.1.1 (or. 1. 2.amd inthe New Teftament, onely fo 
many as may mecte together in one Congregation :Sothe forme 
>is a uniting, or combining, or knitting of thofe Saints together in- 


-toonevifible body, by the band.of chis holy Covenant. Some uni- 


on or band there muft be amongftthem, whereby they come to 


_. ftand ina new telation to God, and one towards another, other 
then they were in before : or els they are not yeta Church,though 


they be fit materialls for a Church ; even as foule and body.are not 


aman, unleffe they be united; nor ftones and timber an houfe 


till they be compacted and conjoyned. 3 | pir 
Now that a company becomes aChurch, by joyning in Cove- 


~~ nant, may be made good fundry wayes ; firlt, By plaine Texts of 
_ Scripture ;as from Deut,29.1,10,11,12,13, Yee ftandthis day all 
you befare the Lord your God, your Captaines of your Lribes, your El- 

ders, your O ficers with all the men of Ifrael vex. 40. hat thot foouldeft 


enter into { ovenant with the Lord thy God, ver.12. ana be may ¢flablifh - 


thee for a people unto bim/elfe, ver. 13: Sothathere.is plain'y thewed, 
that here was acompany, ver. 10, and this company wete to be 


eftablifhedto be a peopie unto the Lord, thatis to fay, a Chutch, © 


ver,13. And thisis done by the peoples entring into folemne Co- 
venant with God, ver.12, Andtherefore acompany of peop:c 


~~ doe become a Church by entring into Covenant with God. 


6 This Covenant was not like our Charch-( ovenants, for stwas of all, 


(Objet x 


< the Nation together, whereas the hurch-€evenaut with u5, 1s of forse 


| S€ fele&t perfons, leaving out gehers...) i. 


ag. This Objection concerns the matter of a-Church, but the 


Covenant is not che materiall caufe of a Church, but the formall 
ee Ra ge, Scales, 
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_Anfwer, 


Se ee 


Objedt. 2 


Anfwer, 


-caufethercof :andforchisthe Texoigplaineand-exprefie, tha 
‘entring irito:Covenantwith Gad, apeéplecome to be:the J 
“people; that is co fay, hisChureh. : | 


Charch«Codensht: 


2. Ititwas.ofallthe people together, the reafonwas bevaule : 
“that Church was°a national] Church :: now sa nationallChurch — 
‘becomes a Church by-entting into folemne: Covenantwith God, 

then:a Congregational Church :becomes:a: Church: by: the fame 


‘macans ; for thereis no difference betweenthem in this point. 


3- Though iewas of all the people; "we may net fay-it-proves ; 
‘thavwhen we looke at the material! caufe ofa Church,theremay 3 
‘be a-promifcuous:taking in of all Commers withoutdiftin@ion or 


 .feparation of the precious from the vile; for, firfts when Ged tock 


‘in this: Nation to be his:people; ‘he: feparated them from. all the : 
‘Nauons of the:eatth befides: fo thar there was-a: diftin@iion and 
-{eparationof fome from others. Secondly. this: generation :was 
- generally ageneration of beleevers ;. for’ it was they thatwere:to 


_ enter into the land withina:while after; for they were forticyeares 
athe Wilderneffe 8c this Covenant:was made in thelaftmoneth 
fave onc of the laft of thofefortie:yeares;Dext:1 13. And their care 


ekaffes fell notin the Wilderneffe through unbeliefe,-as theit Fa- 
thersidid, Nim: 14. Heb.3: burentred by:faith, and when they were : 
entted, fubdued Kingdomes by their taith, Hes.11.33.andferved 
the Lord-allithe dayes of fojbua »and-of the Elders thac outlived —— 
ifofowa, Joth. 24. 31. As torthat whichis faid of them, vere4;5.0f 
‘this Chap. that the Lord hadinotgiventhemeyes to. fee, &c. that 
-Proves not that they were wholly:-hardned:in a catnall eftate, but 
‘onely that they were dull and flow of heait:to confider of fundry — 
difpen{ations of Ged towards them for as muchisfaid ofthedif- _ 
ciples of Chiift, Adar, 8.17,18. when doubtleffe they were'not 


_ ameerecarnall or naturall perfons. 


< 


_ §° Ths people Deut. 29. could not: become the Lords people-by entring “4 
“Cinta folcmane ( ovenant with God, for'they were: the Lords Churchand 
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the loynes of Abraham, when God t00 


madein Sina ot Horeb when they were come.out of eF:gypt, they 


- toenter in,the Lord entred.into Covenant wath thems and there- 
By eftablifhed them to be his people, their Fathers being.cut off tor 
Breaking the Covenant. But full ic was by. Covenant that both. 
Fathers frft; and childrenafterward became.aGhurc hand. people 
unto God ; and when this generation were cntred into the Land, 
their Coyenant made before between God and then; was confir- 
| Peto by Circumeifion, 74%. 5.3.7; they, being nor Circumciled 
DeTOTe. . ‘ | 
“Bust this Covenant was of the while Church with G od,and therefore Objedl 3 
«not like our Church- Co venauts,: which are between the C hurch and the: 
“members, conterning watch{ulne(]é over one another, and the like, “ 
-@ar Church-Govenanrs are with the Lord himfelfe, as: was 4 nfwer,. 
fiewed betore.in the de{cription thereof. For watchfulnefie and | 
duties of edification one towards another, are but branches of the 
~~ Lords Govenant, being duties commanded by the Law: and{oit. 
‘was with that people of Z/rae/, who when they promifed and Co- 
- yenanted to walke inall the wayes of God 3in all his {tarures and ° 
-_ ¢ommandements and judgements, they promifed theic cuties of 
— Jeve and watchfuinefte and editication one towards another, be- 
-caufe thefe were duties commanded and requited of God, Lev.195: 
17- Dent.29. 18. the negléét whereof in the matter of Achan was. 
the finne of ali the Congregation, and brought judgement upoa » 
them all; 7o/%.7.31, 12. Yea by this Govenant. they were bound to 
dunes cowards them that wete. not then prefent, bur children at-- 
- terwardrobeborne, and profelytes, that attcryyard. dhanpesads. 
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ded to them ver. 14, 15. Like as our Church- Covenants are with - 1 
them thatnow ate, and that hereafter fhall become members of ; 
| 


King and the people, 2 King. 11, 17. that Covenant was buta _ 
branch of the Lords Covenant with them all, both King and peo- 
ple: for the King promifed but to Rule the people righteoufly,ac- 
cording to the will of God: and the People to be fubje& tothe — 
King fo Ruling. Now thefe duties of the King to them, and of —— 
them tothe King ; were fuch as God required in his Covenant, — 

both of him and them : and fo tt is in Church-Covenantsthe dutics 4 
vas of the Church to the members, and the membets to the Church, — 
: and one another; are no other but fuch as the Gofpel and the-Co- _ : 
so venant of grace requireth both of the Church andthe members of 
ft it in cheir {everall places, - ed Kabra bo ee eae 
a But this place of Deut. 29. it not fufficient to pro veaChurche(oves 
oo “nant in thefe dayes : becasfe it is in the Scriptures of the old Teftament. - 
< ee | 8 fay whatfoever mut be #fed in the dayes of the New Tv ament,mufebe 


; elfe it is ta be 


the fame Charch. When fehojada.made a Covenant between the 


. “* proved from the Scriptures of the New Teftament, or 
| 


= Anfrer 1 The Chutch Covenant may be proved from the New Te- 
a fee ftament alfo. as will afterwards appeate. - ee Ne se 
ia) | Bacar 4 2. But fuppofe there Were not pregnant places for it-in the New. 
a ; Teftament, yet it isnot enough to prove the fame unlawfill; for — 
So whatfoever Ordinance ofthe old Teftament is not tepealed inthe — 


» New Teftament, as peculiar tothe Jewith Peedagogie, ‘but was of 
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motall and perpetuall equitie, the fame bindes us in thefe dayes, 
,. and isto be accounted the revealed will of God in all ages, though 


it be noe particularly and expteflely mentioned in the writingsof . 


eee st atl oe 


des 


the New Tcftament, elfe how fhall we proye it unlawfall for 
_ naan to marry his Sifter,or his Aunt > How fhall We prove it.wat- 
tantable and neceflary for Magiftrates to punith Sabbath. break- 
ing; blafphemy, and Idolatry » How thal]. fe prove it lawfull to 
apply the {eale of Gods Covenant unto Infants > or. to:admit wo- 
mien :o eate of the holy things ; for the Scriputres of the New Te- 
ftament doe fpeake little in thefe cafes ; onely the Sctiptures of the 
_ Old Teftament doe give dite&ion, and light about them,Zev,18, 
& 19. Neh, 13.315, Ge. 2 Chren.15, 16. 2 King, 33, Gen, bio fe 
& Exod.12. 4.6, And the New Teftament hath nothing tothe « 
contrary, and they are all according to morall equitic persone 4 
Sabi, =, ; | ei : and > 
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and therefore the : 
ld Teftament, as the revealed will of God, though there were 


' Mothing expreffely for them in the New. And the fame we fay of ° 


the particular inhand. For, that a company fhould be combined 
~ together into one body, in way of Government and fudjeGtion: 
by way of mutuail free Coyenant;as mendoe when they enter 1n- 
to Church Eftare, notiting is more naturail or agteeableto morall 
equitic ; nay,1t implyeth a contradiGion inthe very name of liber- 
tie or freedome, that freé-men fhould rake upon them authoritie 
_ Of power over free men without their free confent, and voluntary 
and muzuali Covenant or Engagement, And therefore feeing this 
Covenant ts not repealed in the Scriptures of the New Tcftament, 
the Scriprures of the Old are {ufficient warrant forit. iE 
Another Scripture to prove the fame, is Dewt, 26.16; 17, 28. 
-with Deut,27. 9. Thy day the Lord hath commanded thee to doe thefe 
Statutes and Judgements, thou fhalt thercfore keepe aud doe them, ee, 


Thou hast avouched the Lord this day to be thy God, andtoWwalke in bis 


wayes, and to keepe ins Statutes, Gc, end the Lord hath avouched thee 
this day to be hus peculiar people, Take heed ana hearken, O. Lfrael, this 
day thou art become the p-eple of the Lord thy God, Thrs Scripture 
plainly fhewes thefe things: 1. That here was the making of a 
_ Covenant between God and man ; for that avouching of God to 
them; and them to God, was the making of Covenant,ver.17,1 8: 


2. This was not of one perfon, but of a company: togethers the 
_ whole people of //rael; 26.18. & 27.9. 3 Here is the eftectof this 


Covenant, that thereby they become the Lords people, ver. 9. 
So that when a company doe enter into holy Covenant with God; 
they become thereby the Lords people, that is to fay, his Church. 
So Exech. 16.8. proves the fame likewife : / extred into Covenant 
with thee, faith the Lord, and thou becam:{t mine. Here alfo is the ma 


king of Covenant between the Lord and men ; and this Covenant _ 


was not perfonall, but of a company; for ic was with Hierufalem, 
ver.2. which was a whole Citie ; it was with them that. were mul- 
tiplied as the bud of the feild, ver, 7. and it was with them that did 
profper into a Kingdome, ver.33. and therefore not meant onely 
of any one'particulat perfon : And by this Covenant they became 
‘the Lords; that 1s, the Lords Church and people; for it is exprefly 
faid, I entredinto ( ovenant-with thee, and thon becameft mine, So that 

_ when a company enter inl, CeNpaans with God, and God poe 
mete sie pth: ee | UACTERs 


y are to be obferved from the Scriptures of the — 
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_ Mer ts true, therefore the latter is true alfo, _ 


- Matried unto Chrift, is p 


Church -Covenant.- 
them, they becomethereby thé Lords Church and 
wile Exek, 20.37. Iwill canfe yor to palfe under the red, and I Wall 
bring you into the bond ofthe Covenant, In which place, there is firft 
mention of an holy Covenant. Secondly, This was not of one 
perfons but of a company, the whole houfe of Ifra¢l, ver. 30, 39 
Thirdly, And this Covenant is calied a Bond, becaufe it is by Co- 
venant that a people are bound, and tyed,and knit together, as one 
Chutch, all of them unto the Lord,and one unto another, So that ~ 
the Covenant is the bond of thion, by which a company are fo 
combined and united, as that they become a Church. It is alfo ob- 
fervable,how the Lord before he would bring them into this bond 
ofthe Covenant, he would: can/e them to pal[e under the rod; by 
which phrafe, as Punins upon the place well obferves,is meant tty=. 
alland probation; drawne from the manner. of Shepheards or 
owners of Cattell, who went among their theepe, or other catrell 
witha rod, and therewith pointed out {uch as were fortheLords 
holy ufe, as Lev. 27.32. And fo hereby isnoted that God would 
not in the dayes of the Gofpel have men to be brought into his 
Church hand over head, but he. would firft caufé them’ to paffe 
under the rod of due ttyall arid probation; and then {uch as upon 
ttyall were found’ to be holy for God, or meete matter for his : 
Church, thouid foiemnly enter into Covenant with God,and thar 
Covenant fhould be the bond that fhould combine them, and knit 
them together into one, that fo they that were many particular 
petions, thould all become one body, that is to fay, a Church. 4 
find fo much of the fir{t Argument drawne from plaine Texts 
of Scripture. : : hee: | vate 
A fecond Argument may be taken from the ‘Titles that are gi- 
ven tothe Church ; as firft, that che Church is {aid co be married 
ot efpoufed unto Chrilt, fer.2. 3. & 3.14. 2 Cor, 11,2. From 
whence che Argument may be formed thus : If every Churchbe- 
comes a Church by being mattied or efpoufed unto Chrift,, then = 
acompanly becomes a Church by way of Covenant: Buc the for- 


people. Like- 


wilt al — Tage 


a Church by being, 
laine from the former Scriptures, wheré. 
thé Chatch of I/raet and the Church of (Corinth, in tegard of their 
catring into Church: Eftate, arc faid to be efpoufed and marricd 
unto Uhrift,as a loving and chaft Vitgine to one husband. Which 

: fpitituall = 


The Affumption, that a Church becomes 
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{piricaall matriage between Chriftand his Church; is alfo taught 
in che type of the marriage between King Slomon and Pharoahs 
daughter, P/al.4g. oak . | 
The Confequence of the Propofition is plaine in reafon ; for 
there is no mattiage but by way of Govenant;no woman becomes 
a mans wife, but by way of beftowing her felte in Covenant upon 
fuch a man: neither doch aman become an husband, but by the 
{ame means; and therefore the Scripture {peaking of the violation 
of martiage, calls it a violation of Covenant, Prov, 2, 17. | 
§° Chrift hath but one wife or Spoufe,Cant.6 9. : Objet, 
The Catholique Church indeed ts but one; vz.the whole com- Ax/wer, 
pany of Gods Eleét in heaven, in carth, dead, now living,and not 
yet borne ; But as there is the Church - Cathoique, which is but 
one ; fo there are particular and vifible Churches, which are in 
number many ; and therefore the Scripture {peakes of Churches, 


a Cor, 8, 1. 19. Gal.y.2, Of the Churches of the Gentiles, Rom,.16. 


4. Of feven Churches, Rev, 7. 4. OF all Churches, 1 (07.14 33. 
a F.17. Rev. %, 23... ! : | 
“* But if every particular Church be the wife of Chrift bow many hin- Ob}, 2 


dyed Wives foould he have ? - | | : 
a. If che Church of Ifrael, fer.2 a. the Chutch of Corinth, 2 ednfw, 


Cor, tr,2. The Jewith Church, &e.19/7. be the Spoafe and wife 
of Chrift, chere is noreafon but others fhould be the fame alfo, 
efpecialiy (ceing there is no:particular Church, but in refpe& of 
their Church eftace, they may decline and goc a whoring from 
Chrift, andthat fhews that they were firft efpoufed to him; for 
ne womancan be {aido goc'a whoring from aman, if fhee were 
never married, nore{poufed to him at all. | iM 
2. This that feemes.an abfurditie, and were a finfull pratife 
among men, in refpect of Chrift, 1s.a certaine trath, and no difho- 
nour unto him at all, to have more Spoufes then one upon earth, 
many {pitituall: Spoufes. Mcnicannot give themfcives wholly and _ 
intirely tomany as Chrift can. Every faichfull foule is efpoufed 
and married unto: Chrift; and in that refpe@ he hath not onely 
many htindred but many thoufand; yea many millions of fpiritu- 


all Spoufes, » 


 § Bet phis piritwall marriage is between Chrift and the Church, But 0b}.3) 
*< rhe Charch. Covenant is berween the Church and the members, and 

‘3 sherefore this marriage doth not prove the Cherch- Covenant, 
. sd Ris B2 1. In 
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Anfwer, 1. In fome fort there may 


~ Church - Covenant. 


be faid to be a marziage between the 
Church and the members, zis. in re{peét of that deare love and af-- 
fection, that ought to be between them ; and therefore it is faidy 
eis a young man marricth a Virgine, fo foal the children of the Church 
be marricd tothe Courch, a.62.5. eee | ae 
_ 2. But properly the marriage is between Chirift & the Church, 
and fo 1s the Covenant alfo, fo farre astherein they give up them- 
~ felves to Chrift as‘unto an head and Lord 3 aS a woman inthe Co- 
» venant of marriage doth give up her felfe unto her husband ; And 
the performance of fuch duties as the Church and the member owe 
one unto another, isa branch of that marriage-Covenant, where- 
in they are tyed to Chnift; tor Chrift himfelfe in his Covenant re- 
quires, not onely that they fhould give up themfelves to him, but 
alfo that they fhould performe thefe duties . one unto another: 
And accordingly it is (aid of the Churches in ALacedonia, that rhey 
gave up thimfclues firft tothe Lord, and then to us by the will of God, 
2.Cor. 8.5. Truc it ts, they doe alfo binde themfelves by Cove- 
fant one unto another, but in that refpe&t the Covenant is pro- 
perly a brotherly Covenant ; like that 1 Sam.20. 3 Amst. 9, 
becaufe there the engagement is to one another as brethren, fel- 
- low-members,and fellow-heipers,and not as to one head or Lord, 
as itisin re{peét of Chrifty and therefore in that re{peé it isnot fo 
Properly a marriage-Covenant as 1t is in refpe&t of Chrift: though 
duties.to one another are promifed in their Covenant with one 
another, and alfo in their Covenant with Chrift. In briefe thus: 
They promife unto Chrift duties to him, and duties to one ano- 
ther according to him : and fo their Covenant is a matriage-Co« 
venant with Chrilt: They promifealfo to one another, duties to 
oneanother, and fo it isa brotherly Covenant. =~ 
Another Title given to the Church ( which alfo proves that 
a Church is made by Covenant ) is the Title of a Citie, or Citie 
of God, P/al. 873. & 48, 1,8, & 122.3. Ephef-2.19. The Argue 
ment iyech thus:It atrue Church bea Citie of God,then a Church 
becomes a Church by Covenant : But every true Church is a Ci- 
ule of God. Ergo, ait! fies 2 ies 
The Affumption is proved by the Scriptures forealledged. The 
Confequence of the Propofition is plaine in reafon, for every Citie 
ss united by {ome Covenant among themfelves; the Citizens are 
teceived into jus Civitatis, ox right of Citic priviledges, by: fome 
$e ore ey 0 We ten Covenant 
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; ‘ } 
Covenant or Oath; And therefore it is fo likewife in this Citie of | 
God the Church ;-and men become Citizens of the Church by 
folemne Covenant. 3 : 1 
The third Argument may be drawne from the meanes of re- Arga3. & 
forming and reftoring a Church when it is corrupted, which 1s by me 4 
entring into Covenant a new with God, 2 (4re2.15.10, & 29.10. 8 
e& Nch,9 38. & 10.28, 29 Jer.50. 4,5. Thereaton may beta- pe 
ken thus : If a Church decayed is to be reftored and reformed by mi 
| renuing Covenant with God, then it was inftituted and erected at ne 
the firft by way of Covenant : The reafon of which Confequence | 
‘4s, becaufe abufes and corruptions are to be reformed by bringing SS 
5 things back tothe firft Inftirution: Thus Chrift re!ormes the abu- 

— “fes of marriages by bringing them to the firft Inftitution of that ® 

Ordinance ; From the beginning it Was not fo, Mat.19 8, And thus 

Paul reformeth the Abufes of ele Lords Supper, by telling them 
‘what was the firft Inititution thereof, 1 ( 7,114 23) &c.-And thus 
the Lord Jefus calling on the declining Church of Ephe/us for re~ 
formation, bids her remember from whence fhe # fallen, and repent and 
doe her firft workes. Rev. 2.5. - i , 
 * -Now the Afumption 1s plaine from the Texts above alledged, 
that at the reforming of a Church, there is to be a renuing of Co- 
yenant; and thence ic tollows,that at the firft erecting of aChutchy © 
there was the making of a Covenant with God, for els this renu- 
‘ing of Covenant would not have been the way toreforme it. | 
~The fourth Argument is taken from that which doth diflolve Argu, 4. 
a Church, which 1s the diffolving or breaking of the Covenant, “ 
Zach,11.9,10,14, Ui diffolving the Covenant be that which doth 
diffolve the Church, then the making of Covenant ts that which : 
conftitutes a Church. The reafon of the Confequence is plaine; 
-_ becaufe otherwile the Covenant might be diffolved && the Church 
fland ftill, if 1c were not che making of the Covenant that did con- 
— flituce che Church : Bur, if diffipating {tones in a building doe dif- 

— folvethe houfe, then the compacting and conjoyning of them is | | 
that which makes the houfe ; If feparation of foule and body be i] 
that which deftroyes the man, that then we fay he isnot; it mutt i. 
needs be the uniting of them, that did conftixure & make the man: i 
and fo itis in this cafe. And that diffolving the Covenant is that 
which diffolves. a Church, is plaine from the ‘Text alledgeds. 
Zach, 41, where the breaking of the two ftaves » of beautie and. 
ita . ies B 3° bands, 
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bands, that is, the unchurching of the ° 


. Church « Covenant, 


wes, is interpreted to be 


the breaking of the Covenant that God had made with that pee- - 


ple, and the brotherhood that was between fadah and I/racl, 


The fifth Argument is taken from the diftin@tion which God | 


hath appointed amongit Churches, and the confounding of all 
Churches into one, if there be not this Covenant to diftinguhh 
them. If Churches be diftinét Societies, and may not be contoun- 
ded, then Churches are compatted and combined by Covenant ; 
But the former is true, Ergo, | 


That Churches are diftin& Societies, is plaine in the Scripture, - 


whiere we have mention of many Churches in one Countrey or 
Province , Gal.1.1. 4 Thefi2.14, Of feven Churches in Afia; 
Rev.1.4. and ofall che Churches, 1 (or. 14.33. Rev. 2. 23. Ephee 
{vis not Smyrna, nor Smyrna isnot Thyatira, nor either of them 
Pergamus, but each one diftina oe themfelves, having Officers of 
their owne, which did not belong to others : vertues of their owne 
for which others are not praifed, corruptions of their owne, for 
which others are not blamed; If it were not thus, then when Lace 


dicea is condemned for lukewatmenefle, or Ephe/us for declining, | 


all the reft fhould be reproved alfo: And when Philadelfia is prai- 
fed; all the reft fhould be praifed alfo, which we {ce is otherwife. 
Now from hence the Confequence is‘certaine, that therefore they 
are combined by fome Covenant each one amongft themfelves 3 


for there is nothing els without this that wil fufficiencly diftinguifh — 


them. The Spirit of God and Faith in their heatts, is common to 


all Chriflians under heaven, and in heaven alfo, and therefore this _ 
isnot the thing that makes diftinGtion. Nor isit habitation inthe 
{ame Towne together; for that may be common 'to fuch Chriftr- 


ans as are not of this Church, and ufually is to many that are no 
Chriftians. As itis wich Companies in London ; as the Company 
of Gold{miths, 8c. that naany others dwell inthe fame Towne 
with them, yea it may bein the fame ftreete that are not of their 
Company : and therefore it is ‘nor-meetely habitation that doth 
dittinguifh them from others, but fome-combination and agree- 
ment among{t themfelves ; So it‘ is not habitation in the {fame 
Towne that diftinguifhech Churches, and Church- members 


from othet men, bue their muruall agreement and combination — 


‘ 


and joyning themfelyes together’ in an holy Covenant with — 


x 
ae 
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And {0 it is in this cafe ; a Covenant to pertorme Chutch-duties 
with application and appropriation to fuch perfons, is the very 
thing that conftitutes a Church; and diftinguifheth oue Church 
from another. | Gon 
~ ‘And thus much concerning the former of the two patticulars, . 
to fhew the ufc of Church-Covenant, viz, that it is that whereby 
acompany doe become aChurch. © Log 3 
The fecond particular fs this, that taking hold of the Covenang, 
Ot joynitiz init,is that which makes a patticular perfona member 
of a Chutch. And this followes upon the former, and that may — 


be che firft Atgument toproveit. 
Hf joyning in Covenant be that which makes acompany tobe- 4 
come a Church, then taking hold of chat Covenant is requifite to 
make a particulat perfon become amember of the Church : But 
the fitft is true, as hath been fhewed before ; Therefore che fecond 
is true alfo: If compacting and conjoyning of {tones and pieces 
of Timber, be that chat makes an houfe, then a particular {tone 
 darinot become’a part of that houfe, cill it be compacted and con- 
| jayned to the reft But rhe former is true, even in che Church of 
 Godywhich isthe fpricuali Spoufe and Citie of God,living ftoness 
Chretians, belecvets muft be compacted together, and ouilded up 
rogether, Ephe/2. 24.22. Pfal. 122.3. and therefore the later ts 
true alfo; that apacticular Chriftian becomes a member of the. 
Church, apart of that building by being com>ined with cise reit. 
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A fecond Argument may bedrawne from the Scripture, 1/4.56. 
36,7, Let not the fonne of the ftranger, that bath joyned himfelfe to the 
Lord, peake, faying, the Lord hath utterly [eparated me from his people, 
cre. The fonnes of the firangers that joyne themfélves to the Lord,te ferve 
: him, Gc. andtake hold of my Covenant, even thens Will I bring to my 
holy mountaine, and make theng joyfull sn my boufe of Prayer, ce, Con- 
“cerning which Scripcure; note three things to the prefent purpofe. 
Firft, That thefe ftrangers were members of Chrift,crue beleevers, 
joyned to God by Faith; foritis (aid, they have joyned themlelves to 
the Lord,v.3 &v.6. that they loved the name of the Lord, ferved 
him, and kepr his Sabbaths, v. 6, and yet forall this they were not 
as yet joyned as members of the viftole Church, for if they had 
been joyned,there would have been no caufe for (uch acomplaint, 
the Lord hath feparated me from his people, v.3. Befides, bringing them 
into the Church as membets, and granting them the priviledge of 
members, is promifed as areward and blefling upon this their joy- 
ning tothe Lord by faith and obedience, v.7. And therefore it is 
not the fame; but a diftin@ thing from it ;the one being promifed 
as a reward and bleffing upon the other. Secondly, The Lord pro- 
mifeth that he willmake chem members of his Church : Zi hem will 
L bring to my holy mountaine, and weake thens jayfullin my boufe of Pray- 
er. Thirdly , That among other things requifiteto make them 
membets, this was one, vx. the taking hold of that Covenant: 
which was between the Church of J/ree/ and God, v. 6. So that — 
hence we may gather, that men may be members of Chrift, joy- 
ned to the Lord by faith and love, and yet for the prefent.not. be 
members of the vifible Church : And that when God is fo graci- 
3 ous to true beleevers, as to make them members of his vifible 
; Church, it ts requifite that they joyne inCovenantbefore.. 
Objet, —** But might not faith in Chriff, beleeving in heart on the God of If- 
<“yael, be all the taking hold of the Covenant that is here mszant. ian 
Anfwer, _ Notfo, but over and above that, here is alfo meant their open 
profeffien of their Faith in the God of J/rael, and openbinding of 
themfelves by Covenant to all fuch duties of faith and. obedience, 
as God requited of the Church of //ae/, and the members theres 
of. Now diftin@ly take the Anfwer to this Objection in thrce or 
foure particular Propofitions, Firft, There was a Covenant be-. 
tween the Church of I/rael and God, Exod, 19. 5,6,7, 8. Eck 16.. 
8. Dent29.10, Gc. Secondly, This Covenant was mutuail ; nee 
oe : i onely 
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- onely a promnife on Gods part to be their God, and te take them | Fe 
- for his people, but alfo reciprocally on their part to give up them- | ee 
~ felvesunto God to be his people, and to doe the dutie of peopleto — a | 
their'God ; The Covenant isnot meerely to receive ftom God, | 
and promife nothing back againe to him ; nor doth God binde || 


himfelfe therein,and leave:men at libertiesbut it 1s mutuall on both ie 
patts, as thefe Scriptures declare ; Gen. 17.1. Exod.19.7,8. Deut.5- | 
27, 26.16,17, Hof, 2,23. & Zach.13.'9. Thirdly, Hereupon he 
ic followes, that if men had not promifeds and alfo performed, in eS 
-. fome meafure of truth, the duties of Faith and obedience unto sr 
God, they had not taken hold of the Covenant, but had difcove- 
nanted themfelves, notwithftanding all the promifes of God unto 
their Fathers or others. Thus though God promifed Aérabam to 
be a God to him, and to his feede in their generations, Ge#. 17.7. 
-yetthe Lhmaclites and Edomites de{cending from Abraham, were 
difcovenanted by not promifing nor performing thofe duties of 
Faith and obedience ; which God required on the peoples part : 
_ when a Covenant conraines promifes on Gods part, and duties al- 
{oon mans, he doth not take hold of the Covenant that takes one 
patt, and leaves another.: Fourthly, Tobeleeve what God promi- 
{ed inthe Covenant for his part, and to promife in a private way 
the duties of obedience on mans part, was not fufficient to make 
 thefe ftrangers members of the Church,but they muft doe it open- 
Jy and inthe view of the Church, elfethe Church could have had 
no warrant to have admitted {uch into their Fellowthip, if their 
faith and obedience had not been vifibiy protefled, Exed.12. 43. 
48 2 (bron. 23.19, a 
And in as much as the Covenant was mutuail, when thefe ftran- 
gers did manifeft theirtaking held of the Covenant, they manite- 
{ted and profeffed both Faith and obedience, both that they beiee- 
~ ved what God promifed,and that they would be obedient to what 
he required ; Itany fhould have claimed Church-feilowfhip, fay. 
ing, | beleeve the promifes, but would not binde himfelfe to any 
- duties of Evangelicall obedience,this had been a taking hold of the 
Covenant by the haives, a taking of one part of it in feeming and 
pretence, and a leaving of anothers bur it would not have been 
jufficient to have brought aman into the feliowfhip of the church : 
Such of che Congregation of J/rael as would not come to Hseru/a- 
lem co enter into Covenant, were a be feparated trom the Church | 
: In 
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in the daycs of Exra, 8xra10,8. And theretore {uch, as being 
ftrangers fhould refufe to.enter into it, could not be a daaitte abe 
the Church; So that the raking hold.of Gods Covenant, which 
is there required tomake thefe {trangers members of the Church, 
isa beleeving m heart onthe-God of I/raed, andian open profef- 
fion that they did beleeve, and likewifea promife of obedience on 
fubjeétion unto. the God of Ifrael, and: an.open profeffing of fuch 
obedience and fubjeCtion 5 and that is the joyning in; Covenanr 
which we ftand for, before a man can be a member of a Church, 
even anopen profeffion of Faith and of Obedience. _ iti 
Arga.3.  Athird Argument is taken from thofe Scriptures which thew 

; that men become members by being added to the Church, or be- 
ing joyned to them, 44. 2.47. & 5.13. @ 9.26 Ifmenibecome 
membets of the Church, by being added or joyned, then joyning 
in Covenant ( or profeffing of fubje@ion to the Gofpel or Cove- 
nant of God ) is that whereby a man becomes a member of a 
Church : But the former is true,as appeares by the Scriptures fore- 
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mentioned, and therefore the latrer is true alfo, 
But all che doubt.in this Argument will beconcerningthecon- 
-fequence of the AZajor Propofition ; but that may be made goo d | 
by this reafon, and the confirmationof it, 74x. that amancannot 
be added or joynedto the Church by any other meanes withour- 

this joyning inCovyenant. The truch of which Affertion williap- 
peare by fhewing the infufficiency of all other means, without this 

joyning inCovenant, and that may be done in Anfwer.to the 

-. ObjeGions-enfunge cee Phat ars 

Objett.1, 4 ben men were Added tothe Church, it may be, no more is meant. 
6 but thai.God did convert them and worke Faith in their hearts,andthat 
** converting of them was the adding of: them tothe Church, i a 
“Anfwer, This cannot beall, for, firft, San! was convertedand had faith 
wrought in his heart, and yethe was not atthe firflreceivedfora =~ 
member of the Church at Hierzfalem ( though he affayed tobe ~~ 
joyned unto them: ) tilltchey were better fatistied in his fpiriruall 
eftate by the teftimony of Barnabas, AG&.9. 26, 27,28. And thofe 
{trangers, ifa. 56. ( as was faid before ) were Joynedto the Lord. - 
py bemg converted and having Faith wrought in their hearts, 
and-yer they doe lament it with gricfe, that they were not joyned: 


as members tothe vifible Church : The Lord hath feparated me from 


Fa a Seen a ae 


his people, fay they, ver.3. The old {aying is uc concerning the 
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_ vifible Church , There aremany wolves within, and many fheepe with- 
out, Secondly, Thofe that were joyned were beleevers before they 
joyned ; foritis {aid, divers were added, ver,14. Thirdly, Thofe 
that were added to the Church, were added and joyned to them 
by fuch an act as others durft not put forth, 4.5.13. Of the reft 

dur ft no man joyne unto them, and therefore it was not by the irrefi- 
ftable a& of ‘God in converting of them, but by fome voluntary 

_ at of their owne choice and confent; for Gods converting grace 

depends not upon mans dating, or net daring to receive it. Ifto be 

jJoyned be no more but tobe converted, then when it is fatdy Some 

_ -durft not be joyned, the meaning fhould be, they durft not be con- 
verted, nor fuffer Faith to be wrought in them ; which is groffe 

Arminianifme, fufpending the converting grace of God upon the 

free will of the creature. Fourthly, And as this joyning which o- 

thers durft not doe, cantiot be meant of being converted ; So ifit 

be well confidered , what the thing was wherein they durft not 
Joyne, it may appeare that it was nothing els but this , that they 
durft not agree, and engage themfelves to be of their body and 
focietie; that is, they durft not joyne in Covenant with theme 

-For it cannot be meant of dwelling in the Towne with them, for 

- thisthey both durft dee and did : nor is it onely of joyning to 
-heare the Word 1n their affembly, for this alfo they durft doe, and 

many did it in great multitudes, fo that many by hearing the 

Word became beleevers,and were added to the Lord both of men 

- and women, ver. 14. at this very time whenit is {aid of fome they 

durft not joyne untothem : Nor is it of joyning to them in affe- 

ction, or approbation of their way; for this they alfo durft doe and 

did exprefle fo much in magnifying and commending them,when 

yet they durft not joyne unto them, ver. 13. Which magnifying 

of them doth imply that they heard their do@trine, and faw their 

practife, and approved it, and highly commended them for the 
fame : Wherefore feeing this joyning, which fome durft not doe, 
cannot be meant of being converted, nor of joyning in habitati- 
on, nor of joyning inaffection, nor in heating the Word in their 

Affembly; nor of approbation, and expreffions that way, it re- 

. maineth that ic muft be meant of joyning inthat neere relation of 

Church-fellowfhip amonegtt them, foas to be engaged by volun- 
tary confent and agreement to be members of their Ghutch. 
Fiftly, If joyning tothe Church, were no more but to be con- 

HGH Cie | verted, 


ednfy, 


Obj.3, 
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vetted, then he that were converted were joyned as amember of 


every vifible Church throughout the world, which were a great 
confufion of that Order, and diftintion of Churches, whichthe _ 
Lord hath appointed. oe | rah aS Sey MET. 
S© Men may be joyned to the Church, in heartie affection and love, and 
66 yet withort any Covenant. ‘ Hf | ae ee oe 
~ True, but this will not make them members of that Church,” — 


for then Sa#l was a member of the Church at Hieru/alem, afore he 


was joyned a member, for he was Joyned tothem in heartie affe- 
tion afore, and therefore aflayed to joyne asa member; and fo 
were they that durft not joyne, 44,5.13. yea then a man fhould 
be a member of many Churches, yea of all Chriftian Churches in 
the world ; for he is to love them, and beare heartie affection to © 
them all; Thetrue members of the Churches in €2g/andare uni- ~ 
ted in heartie affection, to the Churches in Scotland, in Holland, 
in Frasnce, in New- England, &c. And yet they are not members 
of all thefe Churches, nor fubject to their cenfutes as members 
are: oy DA er hgge 7 fi 
“Bat the reafon of that us because they doe not dwell among them in 
“the fam: Towne. i eye Hepat es ; 
Neither would habitation with them inthe fame Towne, make 
aman.a member of the Church there, if there be no more then fo. 
Suppofe Saz/.to have dweltin the fame houfe afore his converfion 
in which he dwelt after, which is not unpoffible nor unlikely ; yer 
we fee he was no member of the Church at Hierzfalem, afore his 
converfion, no nor of fome time after , though he might have 
dwelt in an houfe in the midft of the Chriftians, and Church- 


members there. The members of the Dutch and French Churches 


in London, or other Townes in Exg/and, are not members of the - 
Englifo ~ Congregations or Churches » no more then the Exglijh 
are of theits, and -yetthey dwell promifcuoufly together in the 
fame Streete of the fame Towne. Towne-dwelling would not 
make amana free-man of aCompany in London, ot fome other 
Corporation; for many. others dwell in the Towne with them ; 
yea it may beiathe fame ftreete , that are not free of their Com- 
pany, and fo ic.is in this cafe. - | 


Objet 4, - “© But the reafon why {uch as dwell in Towne with the Church, are 
® ® b¢ 


not members thereof, may be, becaufe. they frequent not thei Affem—— 
_-{Sdiots | 
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Pct “Church- Covenant. page 
+ Idiots and Infidells might come isto the publick meetings a- e4/™ 
mong the Corinthians, t (07.44.23, 24,25. yet Idiots and Infi- ! 
dells were not therefore members of the Church. And Sal after 
his converfion might have come inamong the Charch in time of 
publick duties, and have feene and heard all that they had done : Bs 
yet this would not have made him of one body wich them. Some a 
Indians, Moores, and other naturall perfons come into our mect- | 
ings in New. England, fome of their owne accord, and others by ee 
the Command or Counfell of their Malters and Governours, yet a 
~~ noman can fay, that all chefe are hereby made Church-membets. es 
Wherefore feeing neither converfion, not loving affetions nor ies 
« cohabitation, nor coming into their meetings, doth joyne aman eS 
asa member of the vifibic Church (for fome men have all thefes «Ae 
and yet ate not members» and others ate (ometimes members of a 
the vifible Churches, and yet want (ome of thefe, are hypocrites 
and want found converfion ) 1 remaineth therefore that as found 
converfion makes a man fit matter for a Church ; So proteffion of 
his Faith, and of hrs {ubjection to the Gefpel , and the Churches 
approbation , and acceptance of him ( which is the {umme of 
Church-Covenant ) is the formall caufe that gives him the being 
ofa member. | | | 
| “Bat joyning doth not alway fignifie joyning in Covenant ; Philip joy- 
| ce ned to the Eunnuchs chariote , and duft to mens feete, A&.8. 29. & 
- 6 Tukero,15. and yet there was no Covenant, and therefore men may 
_ St Joyne to the C burch without any (ovenant,  - | 
» 'The word indeed may exprefic any clofejoyning, whether na- etn[w, 
turail, (as the bratich is joyned to the Vine, or anarme or other | . 
member to the body) ot artificiall, as when two ftickes were joy- 


Obje.5. 


ned to become one in Exekiels hands Ezek. 37. OF when Carpen- 
rers ot Mafons doe joyne pieces of ftone or Timber together, to 
make one houfe, Neh. 4.6, Exr.4. 12. butts not onely. the force 
of the word that is {tood upon. Bur when joyning is ufed to ¢x- 
: y takes on hima 


preffe fuch joyning , wherein aman voluntaril 
~ new relation , there ic alwayes implyes a Covenant, whether the 
_»— gelation be morall and civill, or religtous and Ecclefiafticall : We 
{peake of voluntaty relation, for there ate naturall relations, as De- 1 
tweene parents and children: and thefe need no Covenant, there di 


is no Covenant to make aman a Parent, or a childe There are 


| _alfo violent relations, as between Conquerout and Captives, 
pL paayos } - C3. | > mM 
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be ; 


Church= Covenant, 


in thefe there is no Covenant neither 5 but others ate voluntary, — 
and thefe alwayes imply a Covenant, and are founded therein, 
whether they be morall and civill (as between husband and wile, 
Pro. 2, 17. between Matter and fervants, Lak, 15, 15. between 
Prince and fubjeé, between Partners in Trade, 2 (bro, 20, 35, : 
36,37. where the Covenant or agreement is, that men fhall bare 
fuch a fhare of charges, and receive {uch a fhare of profits: ) or : 
teligiouss as between Minifter and people, between the Church — 
_and the members: all thefe are done by way of Covenanr. A 
man cannot joyne himfelfe to a woman as her husband, but by 
| | way of Covenant: Aman cannot joyne himfelfe to another as 
afervant, or apprentife, but by way of Covenant; And fo may 
we fay of all che refts nor into any body corporate, bucby the 
fame way andmeans. If men be united into a body politick or . 
-INcorporate,a mancannotbe faid to bejoyned tothem by meere 
heartie affection, unleffe withall he joynes him(elfe unto themby 
; fome Contra or Covenant. Now of this mature is every parti- 
| culat Church, a body incorporate, 1 Cor, 12. 27. Tce are the body 
of Chrsft, Ge. and hath powet to caft out, 1 Cor.5. 13. andto 
forgive and receive in Penitents, 2 Cor, 2. 7;8 asa body incor- 
porate ; and therefore he that will joyne unto them, mult doe it 
by way of Covenant ot Agreement; and fo this Anfwerto this — 
ObjeGtion,may bea fourth Argument to prove the pointinhand, 
that jeyning in Covenant is that which makes aman, amember 
of a Church. | ~ 


Argu,4. . All voluntary relations, all relations which are neither natural] 
nor violent, areentredintceby wayofCovenant. el 


But he that joynes into a Church as. a member, ot enters intoa 

Church, doth take upon him fucha relation ; Thetefore joyning 

toa Church as amember, is by way of Cavenant, ppg Oa 

Argu.5. A fifth Argument may bedrawne from the power which all 

: Churches, Officers and members, have over all their membersin 
the Lord. ifallChurches,Officers, and membets, have power in — 

. the Lord over ail their members , then joyning in Covenant is 

_ neceflary to make aman amember of a Church » but the former is _ 7 

true, therefore the datter is true alfo, Hi Waka ee are aaah ' 

The Afflumption in this Argument, that all Churches have 

Power ovet theit members, 1s proved from x Cor. 5. ay 5. ce ee 

- where the Apoftte reproyeth the Corinthians for fuffering i In- 4 

: _ ceftuous 
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ceftuous man among ft them, and:commands them to deliver him 
~ 40 Satan, and eaft him out from amongft them. Now this he 
would nothave done, ifchey had had no power over him ; er if 
there had been any roome for themto fay , wee have nothing to 
doe with him , wee have no power over lim. And the fame is 
prooved in other Scriptures alfo; as, 44at.18. 17, Pia! 149. 6, 
7? 8; 9. de “he 
And the Confequence of the Major Propofition, v2. that then 
members doe engage themfelves by Covenant; is proved by this 
 reafon; That Churches have no power over fiich as have not 
engaged themfelves by Covenant, and committed power unto 
them, by profeffing tobe fubjeét to all, the Ordinances of Chrift 
- among{t them. oe 2 
By - Thetruth whereof may appeate by two Reafons : 
Bir Becaufe all Chriftians have power andright, jure divino, 
to.choofetheir owne Officers to whom they conarmit their foules, 
oAit.6.c& 3. & 24. 23. where the word xupslerieaits, imports choo- 
fing by Election: and fo the word is ufed and tranflated, 2 Cor.8. 
19. he was chofen by the Churches, Gc. Ic isnot minifteriall gifts that 
makes amena Minifter to every Church, nor inveftech him with 
— fpirituall power over them, not though he dwell amongft chem, 
| unteffe they. call him, and he accept of that call : And as ihey have 
power to choofe their Officers, fo likewife to choofe their bre- 
thren according to God, Rom. 14.1. Now if they have power to 
choofe their Officers and brethren, thennone can have power 0- ZA 
verthem 2s Officers and brethren, without their owne content, = 
and whom they never chofe, not promifed by any Covenanc or -E 
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Engagement to be fubjeé&t tothe Lord. y 
Secondly, Ifthe Church (hould exercifeany Aét of Church- io 
power over fuch a mani as never entred into Covenant with them & 
(fuppofe to Excommunicate him for whoredome ot drunken- nt 
_ neffe; orthe like) the man might proreft again{t their Act, and i 
their Sentence, as Coram non jadice,and they could not juftifie cheir my 
proceedings, if indeed there have pafled no Covenant or Engage- | 
ment between himandthem. Ithe fhall fay, you have nothing =~ 1 


 todoe to paffe Sentence or Cen{ure upon me, Tam none of your 
Church; burofanother Church ; Suppole in Holland.in France ce. 
and Tam onely here now for Merchandile fake, or upon fome 0- 
ther occafion: what fhail they fay to ftop his mouth, if there ne- 

ee yer 
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Anfwer, 


ver pafled any Covenant between him and them. 


“Bat Minifters have power over the people by the word of God, 
«Heb, 13, 17.1 Thef. 5. 12.1 Tim. 5.17. and not by mens engaging 


“¢ them/felves by Covenan 


But what is it that makes men Minifters to fuch a people, Ofi- 
cers to fuch a Church, or maketh them fheepe of my flocke>- — 


Is ic not chofe Scriptures that makes every man a Paftour, or 
Teacher; or Ruler toa people, unleffe they call him to that Of- 


Pas Church Covenant, ss 


fice ; and thenin fo doing they Covenant and Engage themfelyes 


to be fubje& to him in the Lord, and then thofe Scriptures take 


hold onthem. One might as well fay, icisnot the Covenan-. 


ting of a wife to her husband that gives him power over her » but 
the Word of God ; For asthe Word of God commands people to 
obey their Minifters , fo ic commands wives to be fubjett to their 


husbands, Ephef. 5.22. Andyetall men know,amanicannottake 


this woman for his-wife but by Covenant. So that if fhee once 


makes her felfea wife by her owne voluntary Covenant, then the 


watd of God takes hold on her, and bindes her to doe the duties 
ofa wife : bucif fhee,hath made no Covenant, the man hath no 


~ power over heras her husband; neither is fhee his wife; Soifmen 


once make themfelves members of {uch a Church; fheepe of fuch - 
a mans flocke, by their own voluntary Covenant, then the word - 


of God takes hoid of them; and bindes them to doe the duties of 
members to their fellow-brethren, and of people totheir Paftours 


or Minifters. But if they never chofe fuch a man to be their Mini-. . 


fier, nor Covenanted to be fubje& to him in the Lord, he then 
can have no power 


v 


_they have right to chofe their owne Minifters. | cite 
A fixth Argument may be taken from the diftinG@ion that is — 

_ between members, and net members. Itthere be by the word of 
‘God adiftin@ion, between members of the Church and fuchas — 


are no members, then joyning m Covenant 1s neceflary to the 
being of amember ; bur the former is true, as appeares 1 Cor, 5, 


12. Someare within, and may be judged by the Church, and o- 


thers are withour, and may not : and therefore the latter is true 


alfo. And the reafon of the Confequence is becaufe there is no- 
thing elfe without this joyning in Covenant, that can fufficiently. 
diltinguifh them ; It is not Faith and Grace in their hearts, for 
fome men are membets of the vifible Church, and yet have no 


% Graces 
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over them as a Minifter unto them, becaufe. 
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Grace, and others may have Grace; and yet be no members » and 


~ 


~affe@ion, nor cohabitation, nor every approbation of the Word 
- fore, and therefore may be here the more briefly paffed over. 


. therein that a particular perfon becomes a member of a Church. 


_ may f{eeme to fome to be of great weight againft Church- Cove- 
- nants that fo by che removing of them: the truth may be the more 


» be lawfully ufed, becaufe the thing meant thereby ts found. 


_ As when Afamre, Aver,Sc Efchol were confederate with Abrahans, 


~ or Churches Covenant with him, De#t.29.12.Pfal.50.5 .fer.§0.5. 


~ Covenant,Pre.2.17.anda brotherly Covenant,1 Sam.20.8.The + 


Church. Covenant. 


therefore this is not'the thing that doth diftinguifh them, not ts1t 


of God, and the wayes of his Church,nor comming into their Af- 
femblies to heare the Word; But thefe things were couched be- 


And fo much hall fuffice to have {poken of the {ccond particu. 
lar, concerning the ufe of Church-Covenant, that ic is by joyning 


But here it will be needfull coremove fundry ObjeGtions, which 


cleared, to fuiler fatisfaCtion, ifit be the will of God. sae 
&€ Church-Covenant is a Terme that ts not foundin Scripture, cL, 


Firft, So is Sacrament, Trinitie, 8c. and yet thofe termes may An[Wer. 


Secondly, But {eeing the Covenant is between the Lord and his 
Church, as the two patties that are confederate, itis all one whe- 
ther it be called the Lords Covenant, or the Church- Covenant : 


Gen. 14.13. mightnot one truely fay, Abrahams was confederate 
with them? Relatives doe mutually putand eftablifh one another. 
Thirdly, The Scripture allowes both the Lords Covenant with 
the Church, Exe.16.8.8¢ the peoples covenant or Saints covenants 


Fourthly, Thete is good reafon for both the words; both the 
Lords Covenant, and the Church-Covenant, becaufe both are © 
confederate ; And for that of Church-Covenant, there is this rea- 
fonalfo,vi=.to diftinguihh it from other Covenants,as a matrriage- 


-Church-Covenant being thus called not onely becaufe they area 
Church, or members thereof that make it, but alfo becaufe they 
enter into it in reference to Church ~- Eftate and Church - duties : 
The duties which they bind themfelves unto in this Covenant be- 
ing fuch efpecially as concern a Church and the members thereof, | 
© But this Church. Covenant puts [ome dilparagement upon the Cove- ohirgn.” | 

nant of Grace, which every beleever is already entred into With God, Lei | i if 
«and feeme to charge the fame with infufficiency ; for every fecond(ave- - 4 

8 nant doth argue that the firft was nor fanlele ffe, Heb. 8, 7. ye ete ee 

na D 1A 
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couid have given life, verily righteoufnefle fhould have been by. 
the Law.Gal.3. 21. Rom,$,3, | icone 


2. Bucif it bethe fame Covenant that is renewed or made a- 


gaine, though upon a new occafion, no man can fay that entring 
into the fame the fecond time,ora third, ora fourth, doth difanull 
the firft, or caft difparagement upon the fame. The covenant of 
works given to e4dam was notblamed or faulted, becaute it was 
renewed in Sixat_ The Covenant of Grace was fitft givento Adam 
11 Paradife after his fall, afgerward to .4érabam, then tothe people 
of Ifrael under types and fhadows ; And againe after the coming 
of Chrift inthe Alef syetnone of thefe doth difanull the former, 
or argue the fame to be faulty ; and thereafonis, becaufe iris fill 


the fame Covenant though renewed upon new occafions sand in 


fome particulars infome orher manner. And the like we fay con 
cerning Church-Covenant, or the Covenant which a man makes 
when he enters into the Church, viz. that it is nor another Cove- 


Nant conirary to the Covenant of Grace, which every beleever is 
broughe into at his ficlt converfion, but an Open profeffion of.q — 


mans {udjection to-that very Covenant. {pecially in the things 


Which concerne Chuich eftates into which eftate the man is now 


centring. atk: em uke 
‘¢ It w-not lawfulltomake fuch a Covenant as the ( barch- Covenant, 


* becaufe it 1 notin our poWer to keep it , and we do not -kuow whether 


es God-will give us power. bite «4 . +3 
This ground is very trues that no man hath power of himfelfe 
to.any. thing that good.is, but all a mans power and abilivie mutt 
come of Godthrough Chrift, 2. Cor. 3.5, Phil, 2.13.90b. 15.5. 
Battheinference isnot good, that therefore it thould be unlawful 


to.ento into: Church Covenant: for 1. By the fame reafon,all pro~_ 


mifes are, uniawtull,.and allcovenants whatfoever ; as the cove- 
-hant of mattiage, the covenant of fervice yea and che perfonall 
covenant of Grace, when a particular foule promifeth faith and 


new ooedience 3 for there is none of thefe, no not the covenant of — 


Matriage; 
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1. A fecond Covenant doth argue that the firft was not faulr. 
lefle, where the Covenants are contrary one to another, as the: 
“covenant of Grace, and the covenant of works are, and fo it sig ’ 
moft true, that the bringing in of the free Covenant of Grace did. 
argue that righteoufnes and life could not be attained by che Law, - 
or Covenant of works; for if there had been a Law given which — 
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- Church.Covenant. — 
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_ Marriage, which a man is able ofhim({elf to keep, as the adultery 
_ of Davidand Bath{lebay among others, doth plainly prove. — 


| 2. God hath promifed to give power to them that in [elf deni- e 
_allfeek it of him, and truft to his promife for it. Ezek, 36.27. Per. Be 4 
34:33. Rom, 6.14, fer.32. 40, Thetrue inference therefore from ee 
this ground, from mans difabilitie to performe were this, that Be 
therefore a. man fhould notenter into’ Church: Covenant in his nie 
owne ftrength, for that was Peters fault in promifing not to den es 
Chrift, but to die with him rather : bur Church-Covenanr, as alfo — 


_ all other promifes, fhould be entred into, inan humble looking up 
to Chrift Jefus for help and affiftance co performe. Thou therefore 
my fonne, be flrong inthe grace that usin Chrift fe[us, 2.71.21. 
-§ God difalloweth covenants of mans making (and fo our Church- Obj, 4. 
< Covenant) in thofe words, But not by thy Covenant. Ezek, 16. 61. 
. God dothnotreprove them there for making Covenant, for e“/». 
then he were contrary to himfelfe; who elfewhere called them to 
doit, Exod,29. Deut, 29. and commended them for it, P/al, 50. 5. 
‘Yea and in that very place of Exek, 16. acknowledgeth a Cove- 
nant betweene him andthem, ver, 60.62. But the meaning is, 
he would dothem good, but not for their good keeping the Co- 
- yenanit of works; for they had very finful'y broken it, ver. 59. but 
even ashe faith elfewhere, not fortheir fakes, or for their righte- 
. oulneffe, Gzek. 36.32 Dexut.9.4,5,6, But what force is there in 
this arguing, v=. If God will do us good, but not for our good - 
keeping the covenant of works, thenit is not lawfull to promife 
obedience to the covenant of Grace, in fuch things as concerne 
Church eftate ; Allmen may eafily fee that here is‘a plaine zon /e- 
quitsr. ix ee Set 
: “< This entring into Covenant may keep ont many good mex from joyn- 0b}. 5. 
‘Sing to the(( hurches, becaufe they are not farisfiedabout it: and therefore 
Shag trbptrentaid wafiday WO ON CGO se OL | ? 
- Ie isnot impoffible, but good men may for atime be unfatisfied Anfw. 
about it; tilt chey uaderftand the nature and ufe of it, and yer the 
ching be warrantable enough for all that in the fight of God; the +t 
Tribes were troubled atthe Altar fet up upon the banks of Jordan 
by the two Tribes and an halte, till they underftood the intent and 
ufe of iit, and for what purpofe it was ereCted : and then they were 
 fatished, 7o.22. And the fame may be faid of Peters eating with 
the Gentiles, which atthe fir was very oftenfive to them of the 
| | D2 circumelfion, 
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citcumcifion, till chey underftood what Peter had to fay for his 
defence therein, and then they refted well {atisfied, 44.11, 

But if men underftand what the Church-Covenant is > there is 
no reafon that good men fhould be troubled at it ; it being nothing 


elfe but a promife of obedience unto the Gofpel of Chrift, or of. 


fuch duties as the Gofpel requiteth of a)l Chriftians in‘Church- 
eftate : For, will good men retule to obey the Gofpel., or fubmit 


tothe ordinances of Chrift> or will they refufe to profeffe and — 


‘promifefo much? Ifamanunderftand what itis, and-what we 
meanie by it, and yet refufe to enter.into ic when he hath oppertu- 
nitie thereto, {uch refufing is no part.of his goodnefle, but isto be 
reckoned amongtt his corruptions ; Its ignorance at the beft, and 
if not fo, then it may be perverfeneffe of will, or fome want of 
willto performe obedience to the Gofpel. And {urely there is {mal 
hope that fuch would yeeld {ubje€tion and obedience to the Go= 
{pel, who do refufeto profefleorpromifeit = = = 
“« Bust the Scripture, At. 2. 41. tels of joyning to the Church with. 
“ont any Covenant, For it was not poffible that 3000>fhonld enter inte 
‘6 covenant 47 one day, ‘ ft oe Pep ee 
_ TwWothings may be faid in Anf{wer to this ObjeGtion, «~:~ 
Firft, that 3000. were not fo many;but that joyning in Cove- 
nant might eafily be done by them all, inone day. For, 1. it wasat 
Penticoft, at which time ofthe yeer the dayes were at the longeft: 
And, 2. the Scripture tels us, that David made a Covenant with 
all the Tribes of Iftael in one day, 2. Sam. 5 152, 3- The Articles 
of the covenant betweene Dazvidand the Tribes, and {o betweene 


this 3000. and the Loid might be openly declared, and they both 


the one and the other mightby fome figne or other,exprefle their 
confentthercuntoinoneday. a bia 
Secondly , as. joyning in. Covenant is.a thing that might be 


done, fo itis more then probable that indeed it was done, by thofe 


3000. foules. Fort isfaid,ver. 41, that they gledly received the.word, 


that 1s, they openly profeffed that they did with all their hearts re- 


ceive it, for this recciving of the Word 1s noted as a condition, up- - 


on which they were admitted to baprif{me, and therefore it was 


‘Not onely an inward receiving of tt in their hearts, butalfo anopen 
_ profeffing that. chey did receive it; for an inward receiving of it in 


their hearts, without an open profefling thereof outwardly, would 
nothave been fufficient tor the admitting of them unto Baptifme. 
' : ; | | ; a 7 . 2 Now 


*\ 
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~~ ‘Now this Word which they received.was an exhortation to Re- 
pentance for finne, and to Fai:h in the promifes ver. 38 39. and 
to obedience in fevering themfelves from others, and faving them- 
{elves from that untoward. generation ,.ver. 40. And theretore ie 
when they openly profeffed, that they gladly received this word; 4 
there was an open profeffing of their Repentance for finne, ver. 
40. of their Faith in the promife, and of obedience to the Com- hi 
mandement, which is nothing elfesbut the very {umme of Church- | 
Covenant : yea, and further, their very preparation to this repen- A 
tance, faith and obedience, in that tue compunction and {orrow Ae 
__ of foul, was alfo openly made manifelt, ver. 37, : ss 


| Bat yee there would nog be fuch long narrations, of every one feve-. Reply, 
| «* rally as now are ufed, When men do enter inte Charch-Covenant, when. 
<< each one makes agoodlong (beech, sn. the profefion of hss Faith and Re- 


ae. pentance. 


When the thing is certaine, as was fhewed before, that they did ¢4”/w- 
openly profefle repentance, faith and obedience, it isnot difference 
_ inthe length or largeneffe of their fpecches in expreffing of them-- 
{elves, that can make any difference in the thing : Ways > minus 
non. diverfipcant fpeciem, And we denie not but they might be: 
briefer, becaufe there was not fuch need they fhould be long 1n re-: 
gard of fome difference betweene them and us, their time. and: 
outs : Firft there were the Apolftles prefent to heare their confeffi-. 
ons, and to judge thereof, who were men of very good difcerning, 
and therefore briefer expreffing of mens felves might futfice; 
whereas the beft Chriftians, yea the beft Minifters amongft us are - 
‘not to becoumpared tothe Apoftles; and therefore as we need 
! more time for {tudy, and for preparation for out Sermons then 
| they did: folikewife we need morctime to heares and: tryythe: 
- foundneffe of mens repentance towards God, and faith towards. af 
our Lord Jefus Chrift. Yer this we may adde withall,’ that if the &; 
Apoftles and thofe primative Chriftians ; men of {uch excellent. 
difcerning were fometimes deceived, and could not alwayes fo - 
difcern,but that fome Hypocrites would creep intothe Chureh: as . 
the example of Ananias and ‘Saphsra doth witnefle . how mu ch: 
. gore need is there,that the Churches of God inthefe dayes (being 
far inferiour to them, fhould be very watchfull and circumfpe& in 
| D3. “trying. 
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trying the fpirituall eftates of chem that offer to come into’the 
Church 2 : eee Tee 


Secondly, their times alfo differed from ours ¢ for their Chrifti- 
anitie was a matter of reproach and danger of excommunication, 
foh. 9. 22.0f imprifonment, 44, 4.3. and 5.98. and the like, - 
And tlierefore to fee men now to make open profeffion of their 
faith in Chrift Jefus, whofe fervants and difciples were fo hated, 
and who himfelfe but a while before was crucified, this was not an 


otdinarie matter : and therefore in words,men might be the briefer 


when they came to be received into the Church + But our times in 
New England do not perfecute Chrift,and Chriftians,and Chriftian 
Churches, but countenance them, and prote&t them sand there- 


fore there is more need now to be more ftudious inexamination __ 


of mens eftates when they offer themfelves for Church members: 
when the Jews were in favour, many of the people of the Land be- 
came Jews, Efth. 8. 17. ) Soars 
“© But why w there fo little proofe of this (1 hurch-( ovenant inthe New 
1. Suppofe the New Teftament faid nothing of it, yer it might 
have ground {ufficient from the Scriptures of the old Teftament; - 


- for if it was Gods revealed will inthofe dayes, thar a companie 


fhould become a Church, and particular perfons become members 
of that Church by way of Covenant, we may be {ure it is fo now 
likewife, unlefle covenanting were peculiar to the Jewith Pedigo- 
gic; indeed if ivhad never been ufed inthofe'times, but were fome 
hew ordinance, peculiar to the dayes ot the New Teftament, in 
{uch cafes aifo a ground from the’ Scriptures of the New Te(ta- 
nent were neceflarie, as there is in all {uch things wherein there is 
any change or variation, from what was ufed in thofe times afore: 
Chrift; as chat there fhould not be’ Nationall Churches , but con- 
gr¢gationall, and‘nov one vifible Church , ‘bur many; that there - 
should: be baptifme, and the! Lords Supper’: thefe are matters that 


arenot found inthe old Teftament, nor were appointed tobeufed _ 


in thofe dayess and therefore we muft have watrant for them im 
the New, and fo wehave.’ Bur for the Govenant it: sotherwife, it 


_ Isno new ordinance peculiar to thé dayes of the Gofpel, ‘nor any 
Leviticall ordinance peculiarto t 


the Jewith Pedigogi¢; andthere- — 


4 


fore the Scriptures of the Old Teftament that give warrant forit, 
may be {ufficientashathbeen fhewedatore; © 
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2. And yet there is not wanting good warrant for it, thar it 
ought to be ufed, in the dayes of the New Teftament. For, 1. the 


Prophets do foretell it, //4, 56.6, 7. and 44.5. and fer. $0.5. Exek, | 

>. 20, 37. and in fundrie other places, to omit the reft at this time,be- s 
cafe fome of them have been {poken of before ; Onely Jet thofe es 

words of J/4. 44.5. be well confidered , and fee if they.do not 
plainly hold forth that in the dayes of the New Teftament, men: | ie] 
fhouid openly profeffe their faith , and folemnly bind themfelves a 
by Covenant.to be the Lords peopie,one fhall fay, I am the Lords, | is 
and another fhall cail himfelf by the name of 7aceb,and another i 
fhal! fubfcribe with his hand, and firname himfelf by the name of Bs 
Ifrael. Thefe words are fo plaine for open profeffing of- faith in Bae 
the Lord, and opin binding of mens felyves by Covenant unto him, ie 
-aS we conceivenothing need be more. A: 


, 2, The Apoftles do fufficienly teftifie, that fuch athing was 
practifed in their dayes, eife how fhou'd we underftand chat. fel- 
lowfhip in the Gofpel mits fuil laritude and breadth, Phil. 1,5. if 
this combining into Church: feilowfhip be no part thereof ; yea 
— when it 1s faid, they continued fledfaftly.or as the word ic ceserapse. 
_ Frnt, may wellbetranflated , they ftrongly did cleave together, or 
hold together in fuch a Fellowfhip, which was not preaching and 
hearing the doctrine of the Apoftles, nor Sacraments, nor Praycr, 
_butathing diltin€ from all thefe. If this combining themfelves 
into a {piritua!l feliowfhip and focietie of Church- ftate be no part 
thereof, we know not howto underftand it, nor what that fellow- 
fhip fhould meane ; If Do&rine, and Sacraments, and Prayer. hid: 
not been particularly mentioned, in the fame place, itmight have 
been thought that the Fellowfhip in which they fo fteadfaftly 
clave together hadbeen no more, but their coming together to. 
obferve thefe faid ordinances, and their communion therein. But 
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~ when all thefe are particularly mentioned, and rellowthip menti- ol 
oned among them, as. athing diftin@ from the reft, we may not ' 


confound it with the reft. We mightas well fay. that by dotrine 
is meant Sacraments, and by Sactaments is meant Prayer; as to fay 
that by Feilowhhip is meant nothing elfe but the exercife of do- 
Grine.and Sacraments, and Prayer. And if thefe as they are di- 
_— ftin@ly named, be diftin& ordinances, and may nor be confound- 
-. ed,then Fellowfhip being named in the faine manner imports. 
| fomething diftinét fromthem all, and may mot be confounded 
: | : with. 
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with chem, not with any of them,no morethen the other may 
be confounded one with another..And if fo, thenasthis Fellow- 
fhip may import, the communion of their gift and goodsone for 
the felpe of another, fo it mutt firft of allimply a combining of 
themfelves into Church-ftate by mutuall agreement, confent, or 
covenant. By | Get gmeigest ere aes 
Furthermotes when the Apoftle writeth, that by experience of 
the ( orimtbians hiberall contribution eo the poote Saints, men glo- 
rified:Ged for their profefled fubjeGion to the Gofpel of Chrift, - 
2. Cor, 9.33. he plainly imployes thereby , that the Corinthians 
had made a profeffion or promife of fuch {ubje@ion to the Go- 
{pel as did comprehend this particular of diftributing to the ne- 
ceffitie of the Saints, among other things. And theit liberall -di- 
{tribution which he there {peaks of; was looked at as one point © 
of their reall performance of that fubjeétion to the Gofpel, which. 
they had before profeffed, and promifed. Now the Church-Co- 
venant is nothing clfe, but the profeffing or promiting of fuch{ub- 
jection, and therefore this place is another proofe of Church- — 
‘Covenant. Befides, it hath been fhewed-afore ine 4rgument 3. 
that thofe places which {peake of being addedto the Church, of 
joyning, or affaying to joyne unto the Chutch, 44,2, 47. and 
5 13.and 9.26. arenotexpounded according to the full meaning 
of them, when they are under{tood of any o:her joyning,if joy- 
‘ning in Covenant be left out. And therefore che Scriptures of the 
New Teftament do beare good witnefle unto Church-Cove- 
nant, though, as we faid before, the Scriptures of the Old Tefta- 
ment might have been fufhicient 1f the New Teltament had f{po- 
‘ken nothing of it. a | cd : 
«But Baptifme makes men members of the vifible Church,and theres — 
S* fore the (ovenant needle ffe. Be ee ae 
This is anfwered in the Anfwer to the fourth of the 32. Que- — 
ftions, where 1t 1s fhewed at large that Baptifime ts a feale of che 
Covenant berweene God andthe Church, but neither makesthe 
‘Church, nor members of the Church, nor-alwayes fo much as ~ 
proves mento bemembers.. mk ei | 
 «< This Church- Covenant ws alate devife, and was not known sn anci- 
“ent time, and therefore us to be rejeEled, Pe Latent 
Firft, True Antiquitie is chat of the Scriptures. Now fith — 
Church: Covenant is warranted by the Scripture » as a ane : 
ene : Ay pa co 9 I 
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-fhewed before in this difcourfe, it cannot be charged to want true 
* Antiquitie. Whenthe Papifts are wont to charge the do&trine of 
Proteftants with Novelty, and fuchas wasnever heard of before . 
Luther, the Orthodoxe ate wont to an{wer, that if the do@rine © | 
donot agtee with the Scripture, then let it be condemned for No- | 
veltic sand if it-do, it is warranted by the belt Antiquitic , even 
the teftimonie of God himfelf who isthe Antient of dayes : Our 
Faith, faith Do&or bite, is im all points the fame that 1s con- 
tained in che Scripture, and fo confequently of the fame Anti- 
quitie : and therefore all they that fay it came up but of late, mut 
firft prove it contrary to the Word of God, or elfe hold their 
peace, White, Way, 44.1. And the fame we {ay inthis particularof | 
the Church-Covenant. — 
Secondly, And yet they that earch tlie Stories and Writers of 
| the times and ages next after the Apoftles, may find fome telti- 
-— monie of Church-Covenant in thofe dayes : For inftance, fujtine 
| Martyr in his Apol. 2. makes mention of three things which were 
| required of all that were admitted into_the Church as members, 
s panaosiness, wists, 9 Vasgeste, that isregeneration, and foundneffe in 
the Faith, and a promife to walke in obedience to the Gofpel. 
And generally this was the ptactife of all thofe times, that never 
= any man was admitted to Baprifme, nor his children neither» bur 
they put him to anfwer three queftions, Abrezuntios? whereto he 
anfwered, afbrenuntio. (redis ¢ whereto his anfwer was, Credo: 
~ and Spondes? to which he anf{weted, Spordeo, So that here was 
~ anopen declaration of his Repentance trom dead works’, and of 
the foundneffe of his Faith, in the two firft particulars, and an 
~openbinding himfelf by covenant or promife to walke according 
‘tothe Gofpel, inthe third. But much needs not to be faid in this 
_ point, unto them that do acknowledge Scripture Antiquitie to be | 
_ fufficient, though after times fhould be found to fwerve from the 
~~ Rules and Patterns that are therein contained. 
i “© Tf Church-(ovenant be fo nece(faric,then allthe Reformed Churches Obj. 15 
6 gre to be condemned ‘as no Churches, for they have no {uch (0 delGs 
§§ yenant, fi “4 | . 
"They that have knowne thofe Churches, not onely by their e4i/v. 
writings, and confeffions of their faith, in Synods and otherwife; | 
- buat :lfo by living among{tthem, and being eye-witnelfles of their 
- Ordez, do report otherwife of them, zzz, that they are combined 
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together by folemne Covenant with God and one another, Zep. 
-perus, {peaking of the manner; ufed in the reformed Churches, in 
admitting the children of Church-members tothe Lords Table, 
when they came to age, and have been fufficiently catechifed, and 
inftructed in the dodttine of Religion, tells us, that {uch children 
ate admitted tothe Lordstable, by publick profeffion of Faith,and 
entring into Covenant. “ (on(uetum eft, faith he, ut qui per ata~ 

“< tems inque Dottrina Catechetich profettum ad facram Cenam primum 

“ admittnntur , fides confeffionem coram tora E cclefia publice edant 

“ per parentes ant qui parentum leco fant, jul] a. miniftri, in Ecclefie con- 

“ fpetinm produits: quodque in illa confeffione, per ‘Des gratiam perm 

‘* flare, ac, juxtasilam, vitaim inftituere, inldper etiam difciplina Ecclefi. 

“‘aftica ulero ac {ponte fsa fubjicere fefe velint, {pondeant atque ftipr 

“ lentur, Polit, Ecclef, lib. t.cap,t4.. 0.158, that isy The manner is, 

“that they who by reafon of age and proficiencie in the do@trine 

* of Catechifine are firft admitted to the Lords Supper, fhould 

“€ publickly before the whole Church make confeffion of their 

“faith, betag brought forth into the fight of the Church by their 

** parefits, or them that are. inftead of parents, at the appoint. - 

** ment of the Mirifttersand likewife thould promife and cove- 

“nant by the grace of God to continue in that Faith which they 

"have contefled, and to lead their lives according to it; yea, and 

". Moreover to fubjeG themfelves freely and willingly to the dif- 

“cipline of theChurch, Thefe words we {ee ate full and plaine, ~ 

that children are not in thofe Churches received to the Lords 


Supper, wichout perfonall confeffion of Faith, and entring into 
Covenant before; And if they tooke this coutfe with children | 
come to age, there ts as much reafon, or more, that the fame 
‘couric fhould be holden with men of yeers, when they areadmir- 
tcd members. And fo the fame Zepperus, {peaking of the con{o- 
ciation of Churches amongft themfelves by mutuall confedera- 
tion, hath thefe words, whichas they may beapplyed to the com- . 
bining of many Churches, fo may they be combining of many 
memibers of the fame Church, “ Konerse ila ody ayiar, quam in Symt= 
“bolo profitenunc ef poftolico, nihil alind hic requirits & vults quam 
. obligationem omiuiuns Ecclefie membroruns. & confcederationem, Cre. 
“that 1s that communion of Saiats which we profeffe in the. 
‘« Creed, doth require and meane nothing elfe bur an obligation 
$* of. all the members.of the Church, anda binding of them to- 

| his gether 
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_ munion of the Church; hath thefe words. Hic mos ill eft refer. 


bs 58 ime quibufcungue recipiendis qui ad habitandum alicubi confident , o 


. als ad fudiun bono-um oper ums provehantur, That ts, This is the 


~ “as have fallen, but in admitting of ftrangers, yea of all whoever 


i — § Charch3 Andtothe Church he promifeth that he will walk a& 


| ££ difcipline of that-Church, chat: he will watch averthe brethren 
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% gether by Covenant. Polit, Ecclef, li. 3c. 84 p.7 2%, | scape a 
__ Fothefe ceftimonies of Zepperss. thofe words may be added 


Of Mr. Parker our own countreyman, a man of fingular note for i 
_ learning-and holineffe, who alfo himfelfe lived {ometimes be« ee 
yond Sea in the reformed Churches, and there ended his dayes; ee 
~ fothat we may fafely give themore credit to:his teftimonie, he a 
_ having {o good meanes fully to know the {tate andcrder of thofe ie 


Churches. Now he fpeaketh of a “ Solennis forma ab[que qua in 
| Ecclefie alicujus communionem nulls vite recipitur : of a folemne 
“forme, without which no manis rightly received into the com- 


“matarum Ecclefiarum non folum in lapfisreftituendis, (ed in extrancis, 


“‘ etfe forte in Ecclefig illius loci quo ante commorabantur, jexta banc 
“* formam admiffi prius fuerant. Examinae Presbyterium, plebs confen- - 
“ ett, quifqne tcftes vite fue fecum adfert, vel teftimonia faltem : pube oe 
“ licatur nomen cuju'que competentis pro concione, admonetur gitifane a 
‘‘ figuid habeat quod excipiat, ur denuncice presbyteris, Si nibil contra iE 
“ adferatur, admittiur quidem ,fed nen wifi fol:ynt pallione cum Deo 
_ “ex cum Ecclefia, Spondet vero Ecclefie, fe ambulaturum prout fan- 
° Elam illam communionem decet ; Difcipliva illins Ecclefia fubjacere 
“* yelle, fe fratribus illius communionis invigilaturum justa Christe pra 
“¢ ceptum, Matth 13.17, ut prevensantur [anenturque feandala, & 


~ § manner of the reformed Churches, not onely in reftoring fuch 
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. § they be, who do fit down in any place for: habitation, theugh - 
~ § perhaps they have been formerly admitted after the fame man-= 
‘ner inthe Church where they have formerly dwelt ; The Pref- 
*€ bytery doth examine, the people do confent, every man brings 
_ © with him witnefles of his life, or at leaft- wife teftimonies : The 
‘name of each one that defires to be a member, is publithed inthe ~ i) 
‘¢ Aflembly, every one is admonifhed if he have any eXception, 4 
‘‘again{t the party,to bring it tothe Presbytery. It nothing be | 
- & Drought againft him, then indeed he is admitted; but yet no 
§* otherwife: then by a folemne covenant with God and the 


*-becometh thatholy Feliwfhip,that he willbe {ubje@ to the 
of . 


ee 
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of that Communion » according to rhe Command of Chrift, 
*¢ (Mat, 18, 17. that offences may be prevented and healed, 8c. _ 
“ Polit. Ecclef_ lib, 3. cap, 16.§ 4. Pag.171, 172. Much more he 
hathtothe fame purpofe in that place, ‘alledging fandry Canons 
and Decrces of Synods of reformed Churches, whereinthey have _ 
determined that none fhould be received into their Churches, but — 
by this way of folemne Covenant. And others that have lived a- 
magstt them may have been eye-witneffes that this is their ufuall 
Practiie, fai ‘a ; 
Ob} t. R °° But what foall be [aid of the C ongregAations in England, if Churches 
6 want be combined by Covenant ? Doth not this dottrine. blot ont all 
“ rhofe ( ongregations out of the ( atalogue of Cberches? For what ever 
€* Covenant may be found in the reformed ( burches in other parts , yet st at: 
*€ ws plaine that the Englith have none, Seay | 
-eAnfv. Though we deny not but the Covenant in many of thofe Con- 
gregations is more impiicite and not fo plaine as were tobe defi- 
red ;( and what 1s amiffe in them,in their matetialls,or in wantof ~_ 
expiicite ccmbining of pure matter, or inany of their wayes, wee 
will not take ucon us to defend ) yet we hope we may fay of them 
with Matter Parker, Polit. Ecclef, lib.3. cap.16,§.1, pag.167, 
© Non abcft ca reals & fal ftantialis ( quanquam magi quam par erat 
“° implicita ) Coitio in feedus, eaque voluntaria profeffio fidei fubftantiae 
66 J 75 : qitis ( Deo gratia) effentsam Ecclefia tdque vifibilis hacufque 
66 (artam tectam in Anglia confervavit s That is,there wants nor that 
*¢ reall and fubftantiall comming together, ( or agreeing in Coye~ 
* nant, though more implicate then were meete ) and that fub- 
*«ftantiall profcffion ot Faith, which ( thanks beto God ) bath 
ec Ee ves the effence of vifible Churches in Exg/ana unto this 
“day... . Vi 4 
_ The reafons why wee are Joath to fay, thatthe Congregations 
in England are uttcrly w:ithouta Covenant,arethefe: = tS 
Fiuft, Becaufe there were many Chuftian Churches in Eng- 
Jandin the Apoftlestime, or within a while after, as Mafter. Fox 
fheweth atlarge, e4&. c Mon, lib, 2. beginning pag. 137. where _ 
he reporteth out of Gi/das,that England recerved the Goipelinihe 
time cf Tibersus the Emperour, under whom Chrilt {uftered, and 
th at fof ph of Arimathea was {ent of i hilip che Apoftle {rom France 4 
_ to England aboutthe yeare of Chrift, 63. and remained in. Exgland_.. 
all histume, and fohe with his telloweslayd the firft mise pee 4 
; : se hice of 


irr A oe vi 
si th silk 3 Soa OF ea bit 
ve 


RE MAYL Oem enls rou vat CNS SE Se. Ce me ee 
si LON g eR SAR MS ap Urn SEH Gs Gone akg 
eo, SO Salter sna mee a Ra a in ao 


+h, 


TE EEE 
Crate it Gay RSE SAS P See cea s, Soe K : 
ne RN ee ee TT NE Re 


Church Covenant. 


1 loka ay id ay Sa: 


- 


chers and Teachers comming afterward, confirmed the fame and 
-jncreafed it, Alfe the faid Mafter Fox reporteth out of Terreliian, 
- chat the Gofpel was difpeat(ed abroad by the found of the Apo- 
files into many Nations, and amongft the tefl into Briraine , yea 
-Gnto the wildeft places of Britaine, which the Remans could never 
attaine unto : and alledgeth alfo out of Nicephorus, that Simon 
 . Zelores did {pread the Gofpel to the Weft Ocean, and brought the 
fame into the Ties of Britaine : and fundiy other proofcs he there 
| hath for the fame point. Now if the Gofpel and Chriftian Reli- 
gion were brought into England the Apoltles times, and by 
their means, it is like that the Exg/i/) Churches were then contt- 
tuted by way of Covenant, becaufe that was the manner of con- 
- - Pituting Churches in the Apoftles time, as alfo in the times afore 
 Chrift, as:hach been fhewed from the Scripture before in this dif 
courte. And if Chriftian Congregations in England were in thofe 
times combined by Covenant, then eternitie of Gods Covenant 
is fuch, that it isnot the interpofition of many corruptions that 
may atifein after times that can difanull the fame; except when 
men wiltully breake Covenant and reje& the offers of the Gofpel 
through obftinacy, which we perfwade our felves they are not 
comeunto : and confequently the Covenant remaines which hath 
pre(erved the effence of Churches.to this day 5 though the m:x- 
— ture of manifold corruptions, ‘have made the Covenant more im- 
__ plicite chen were meete. ig 2 
| ‘Secondly , Becaufe there want no good Records (asmay be 
— feene in Seldens Hiftory of Tithes ) to prove that informer timesin 
England it was free for mento pay their Tithes and Oblations. 
‘where themfelves pleafed :. Now this paying of Tithes was ac» 


Paftour: and therefore feeing this was by their owne voluntary 

thereof 8 to the Miniitery.chereof.as fheepe of {uch a mans flock; 
that did limit men in thofe dayes, but their owne choice. 

Thirdly, Thofe Queftions and Ac{wers miniftred at Bapti{mes 


shox beleeve ? 1 doe beleeve : docft toon promife ? I doe promife )asthey 
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of Chriftian Faith among the Britaine people, and other Prea- 


counted as a dutie of people to.their Minifter, or fheepe to their 
_ agreement and confent, their joyning to the Church as. members 


| wasalfo by their ewne voluntary agreement and confent : and. 
|. this doth imply aCovenant ic wasnorthe precinéts of Parithes. 


{poken of before, ( viz. Doeft thon renounce ? I doe renounce: doce. . 
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were ufed in other places, fo were they alfo in éneland, and are 
wato this day, though mot without the mixture of fundry corrup> 
tions. Now this doth imply a Covenant, And when the children 
came to age, they were notto be admitted to the Lords Suppers 
before they had made perfonall Confeffion of theit owne Faith, © 
and ratified the Covenant which was made at their Baptufme by 
their Parents, which courfe indeed afterward did grow intoa 
eae of Confirmation, but that was an abufe ofa goodOr- 
der. Phe itty a 4 sige : 
. Ifhere it be faid, that the Members of the Parifhionall Aflem. 
blies are not broughtin by their owne voluntary profeffion, but by 
the Authority and Proclamation of the Prince,and thereforethey 
havenofuch Covenant. tea Ree Se 
‘The Anfwer is, thatthe Chriftian Prince doth but his dutie 
when he doth not tollerate within his Dominions any open Idola- .- 
trys orthe open worfhip of falfe Gods by baptized perfons, but 
{upprefleth the fame : and hkewife when he gives free libertie to 
the exercife of all the Ordinances of true Religion, accolding to 
the minde of Chrift, with countenance alfo and encouragement 
unto all thofe whofe hearts are willingly bent thereunto, €zra. 1, 
1.3 7. 13. And therefore this practife of his cannot overthrow 
the freenefle of mens joyning nm Church- Communion, becaufe 
one dutie cannot oppofe nor contradiét another. And fuppofe 
that chis courfe of the Magiftrate fhou'd feeme to be a forcing of ~ 
fome to come in for kha ine: who were unfit, (in which caleit 
were not Juftifiable ) yer this doth not hinder the volunzary fub- 
jeG@ion ot others, who with ail their hearts defired it. When the 
dfraclises departed out of -Zgypr, there went a mixed multitude 
with them many going with them chat were not Tfractites i= 
deed, Exod,12, Andinrhe dayes of (Nordecay and Hefther, many 
of the people of the lands became Feves, when the Pewes were in 
favour and refpe&t, £7.38. 19, and fo joyned to them not of their. 
owne voluntary minde, nor of any fincete heart towards Gods 
but meerely for the favour or feare of men; yee this forced or 
feined j »yning of fome could not hinder thofe that were Tractites . 
indeed trom being “/raeliees, nor raake the femes to be no. Fewes, 
noChurch-members, De IES A AI arn 
And the fame may be faid in this cafe, Suppofe the Magifirares | 
Proclamation thould be a caufe; or an occafion rather, of taibeins 
MEE tae ur ome 


member two things : 


“gregations to 
ches, then why may not Rome, and the Aflemblies of Papifts goc: 


— for teue Churches alfo 2 


Aconfederation among Gods enemies, 
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fome intothe Church, who came not of their owne voluntary 


mainde, but for feare, or for obteining favour, yet this cannot hin- - 


der, but others. might voluntarily and freely Covenant to be fir)- 
je&t to the Gofpel of Chrift : Such fubjeCtion and the promife of 
it being the thing which themfelves did heartily defire,though the 
Magiftrate fhould have {aid nothing in it. or 

If any thall hereuponinferre, that if che Parifhionall Affem - 
blies be Churches, then the members of them may be.admitted 
to Church: priviledges in New England, before they joyne to our 
Churches : Suchone may finde his Anfwer in the An{wer to the 


tenth of the thirty-two Queftions;, Whereunto we doe referte the 
- Reader for this point. Onely adding this, thatthis were contrary 


rothe judgement and practife of the Reformed Churches, who 
doe not admit a man for member without perfonall profeffion of 


- his Faith, andjoyning in Covenant, though he had formerly been — 


: ber of a Church in another place, as was fhewed before out 


- amem 


of Mafter Parker, cena 
~ Laftly, Ifany fay, thatif thefe reafons prove the Exg/ifh Con- 
have fuch a Covenant as proves them to be Chur- 


For fome man may thinke that the fame 
things may be faid for them that here in Anfwer to this eleventh. 
Objection are faid forthe Parifhes in England : Such one mutt re- 
-firft, that we doenot fay fimply, a Cove- 
nant makes acompany a ttue Church, but (as was faid before ) 
a Covenant to walke in {uch wayes of worfhip to God and edifi- 
cation of one another; as the Gofpel of Chrift requiteth. For who 
doubrs, but there may be anvagtcement among theeves, ‘Pro. 1. 
Pal. 33. A. con{piracy 
among the Arabians, the Ammonites and Afbdcdites, to hinder the 
building of Hiers{alem, Neh. 4.7, 8. And yet none of thefe are 
made true Churches by fich kind of confederacies or agreements. 
And fo wee may : 
the Counfell’ of Trevt. If there be any agreement or.confederacy. 
among them, iris not to walke in che wayes of the Gofpell, but in 
wayes.contrary to the fundamentall watchs of the Gofpel , as [do- 
‘Herefie in docttinesandother Antchriftian pol- 
herefore if they combined in thefe 


Jutions aad corruptions : and 2 if 
things, fuch combinations will never prove them true ee : 
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fay of the Affemblies of Papifts, efpecially fince 
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The Church isthe Pillar and ground of truth, 1 Tém. 3-15, But 
the Religionrof Papifts is fo farre from truth, that whofoever ]i- 
veth and beleeveth according to it, without repentances cannot 
be faved. Witnefle their doctrine in the point of vilifying the 
Scriptures, and in point of free- will, and of Juftification by works, - 
of the Popes Suptemacy,of the Sacrifice of the Mafle, of worthip- 
ping of Images, &c. In regard of which, and fuch like, the Holy 

- Ghoft faith, that their Religion is a Seas become-as the bloud of a 
dead man, and every (oulein that Sea dyeth, Rev.16.3. And there- 
fore agreemént in {uch a Religion will never prove them to be 
truc Churches; nor any Affemblics of Arrians, Antitrinitaries, 
Anabaptifts, or Famelifts, fuppofing them alfo to be combined by 
Covenantamongthemfelves. “oo 

. But now for the Aflemblies in Exg/and, the cafe is farre other- 
wife; for the Doétrine of the Articles of Religion which they 
ptofeffe, and which they promife to hold and obferve(though 
fome things are amiffe in fomeof thofe Articles, and though ma- 
ny perfons live contrary intheit lives) yet thedotrineis fuchthac 
whofoever beleeveth, and liveth according toit, fhallundoubted- 
ly be faved, and many thoufands havebeen faved therein: and 
therefore Affemblies united by Covenant to obfervethis do&rine 
may be true Churches, when the Aflemblies of Papifts and others - 

may be falfe, although they alfo. were combined by Covcnant + > 
the reafen of the difference rifing from the difference that is in the 
do&rine and Religion which they feveraliy profefle, and by Co- 
venant binde themfelves to obferve, the one being fundamental ly 
cotrupt, and confequently pernicious : The other in the funda-- 
mcntal! points Orthodoxall and found. ete es 
Secondly, {ct mauft be remembted alfo/ which was intimated be- 
fore ) that if fundamentall corruptions be profefled in withimpe- 
nitency and obftinacy, then God may difanull the Covenant on — 

his part , and give a Bill of divorceto {uch a people, Jere. 3. g, 

Now experience and the Scripture alfo doth witnetle of the Jefurs 

ted and Tret-Papifts , that they repented not of the workes of 

their hands, of worfhipping Devilis, and Idolls of Gold; &c, nee 
ther repented they of their murthers, nor of their forceries, nor of 
their fornicationss nor of their thefts, Rev.9.20,;21, £ 
But now forthe -Parifh Affemblies in England, we hopethatwe. 
may fafcly fay, they doe not finne of obftinacy , but ofignorance, 
having 
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/  -gmeans to be convinced) of the corruptions that are among{t them; 


Church. Covenaiut. 


_ haviag not been convinced ( and many of them never having had 


“in refpeé of their conftitution, and worfhip, and Miniftery, and 
fothe Covenant remaining among them, may prove them to be 
Churches, when it cannot ftand the Papifts in like ftead, they be- 


ing impenitent and obftinate: Which we doe not {peake to ju- 

{tifie the Parifhes altogether, as ifthere were not dangerous cor- 

tuptions found in them, nay rather ( the Lord be mercifull to the 

finnes of his people) wee may lament it with teares, that in refpect 
of their members and Miniftery, in refpe& of their worfhip and 
walkings, in many of thofe Aflemblies there are found fuch appa- 
rent cortuptions, as are juftly grievous to a godly foule, that 1s 
enlightened to difcerne them, and greatly difpleafing to the Lord; 
and andeed had need to be repented of betime, leaft otherwile the 

- Lord remove the Candlefticke and unchurch them, Kev, 2.5. 

In a word, the corruptions remaining are juft caufes of repen- 

tance and humiliation : but yet in as muchras the Articles of Re- 

ligion, which they profeffe , containe fuch wholefome doctrine, 
that whofoever beleeveth and walketh according thereunto, in 
finceritie, fhall undoubtedly be faved, and in as muchas the cor- 
ruptions are not perfifted in with obftinacy , therefore wee deny 

not but they have the truth of Churches remaining. i 

But this opinion of Church-Covenant , holden by none but the Obj.12+ 

«<* Brownifts, or thofé of the Separation, and therefore it is not to bere- 

“* copved, a | | 
This ground cannot be made good, that none but they of the eAnfw. 
- Separation are for Church- Covenant,for all the Reformed Chur- 

ches generally; as was fhewed before in Anfwer to ObjeGion the 


tenth, are for it intheir judgement & practife;and fhall all they be 
condemned for “Brownifts, or maintaining unlawfull Separation *py Brow 
from the Church? Alfo Mafter Parker and Doctor Ames, men of nifts and 

our owne Nation, famous for holineffe and learning, and modera- Separatifis 

tion, both of them plead for Church-Covenant, and yet neither of ¥°U #"¢ to 

them were Brownitts,but bare witnefle againft that riged Separa- ibe sha | 
tion, For Doctor .4mes,hisjudgement of Charch-Covenant may thee a i 
 e&hbe feene in his ALedulla, Theol lib.1. cap.32. § 14,15, 17. Fideles Separai- | 

°¢ non conftstunt Ecclefam particularem , gaamvurs finaul forfan plures 0. a 

<¢ 57 eodem loco convenant ant vivant, nifi [pectali vineulointerfefe cone | ie 

_ jungumur, Gc. That is, belegvers doc not make a particular 1 

| 7 Ete i Church, 
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“Church, though perhaps there be many of them thar meete to- 
“ gether, and live in the {ame place, unlefle they be joyned togc- : 
“‘ ther by fome fpcciall bond amongft themfelves : for fo one ot 
“© Church would many times be diffolved into many, and many 
** Churches confounded into cne. Now this bond isa Covenant, 
‘either exprefled or implicite, whereby beleevers dobindethem- 
“ {elves particularly to performe all fuch duties,both towards God 
“‘and mutually to One another, as pettaine to the nature of a oe 
*¢ Church, and their edification. And thereupon no.man is tightly 
“‘ admitted into the Church; but by confeffion of his Faith, and 
« ftipulation, or promife of obedience. VOUT Ge Re 
Lan ( : Ces = 4 
Thefe words doe plainely and fully thew his judgement of 
Church - Covenant, to be the very fame that is held and practifed: 
in New - England at this day.. And that he was not for that feve- 
ritie and regiditte of {eparation, may be cleared from fundry of 
his workes, whetein he plainly and fully beares witneffe againtt 
the fame, and namely, in his Fre/h /uite againft Ceremonics pag. 20%, 
and in his fecond Afanudufion, wherein he purpofely andat large 
deales in this Argument of Separation, Sure itis Maller (anne in 
his Booke, wherein he gocs about to prove the neceffitie of fepara- 
tion from the Non-Conformilts principles, doth profeffedly and 
expreflely oppofe himf{elfe againft Doctor Ames in the point of - q 
Separation, which fhewes how fatte the good Door was from 4 
favouring that way, when they moft zealoully thereindoecount 
him to be a {pcciail oppofite of theirs, as indeed he was. And for 
Matter Parker, his judgement of Church-Covenant was heard be- 
fore in part; where he {omuch approveth the practife of the Re- 
formed Churches in this point. And much more may be feene of 


his judgement herein, in the fixteenth Chap. ofthe thirdbookeof : 
luis Pelit, Ectlefiafica, And yet in the fame place, and likewife af 
10 4. Cop.43.14.. of the fame Treatife. he plentitully and plainly = 
thewes his difl:ke ofthe wayes of Separation, as is alfo acknow- 7 
Iedged in an Admonition to the Reader, prefixed before that _ ‘ 
Booke, by I, R, (uo, [uorumgue nomine, So that this Allettion ap- q 


peares to be untrues wherciniit is (aids that none Gur B rownifis and = 
. Sepavatifts doe approve of Church- Covenant, © 2 AAO aa 
As forthe Interence from this ground, that therefore Church. _ ll 
Covenant fhould not be received, becaule itis pleaded for and pra- - ; 
ctiled by the Separatifts. We Antwer, that this.will not follow, ; 
Mies ras og (OR ne ; ~ unleffe 
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: : Church - Covenant. | 3 
unleffe it could be proved, that the Separatifts hold no truth ; or if 
they hold atrath wee muft not hold it, that fo it may appeare 
_ wee differ from them ; Either of which, it were unreafonable to 


afitme. Ifthe Papifts hold fundry Articles of Faith, as that there 


_ lsaunitic of the Divine Effence, and Trinitie of Perfons, that Je- 
fus Chriftis God'and man, and that true Meffiah that was promi- 
fed, and the onely Saviour of the world, and many fuch like, muft 
wee deny thefe things becaufe they are holden by the Papifts 
This were as unreafonable as to condemne the do@tine of the 


~” RefurreGion, becaufe it was maintained by the Pharifees, 44,23. 


8, And {6 we fay of Church-Covenant , holden and practifed by 
them of the Separation; as alo many other truths ate maintained 
_ by them > No reafon that trath fhould be refufed, becaufe the Se- 
- parati{ts maincaine ic. When Do&or Bancroft in a Sermon at 


Pauls-Crofie, had avouched that the Superioritie of Bufhops a-- 


bove other Minifters, is by Gods owne Ordinance, and to make 
the contrary opinion odious, affirmed that Aerizs perfifting in it, 
was condemned for an Heretique by the general! confent of the 
whole Church, and that Martix and his Companions, doe main- 
taine the fame opinion of 4erins ; What faith learned Door Rei- 
nolds hereunto, ina Letter to Sit Francis Knolls; who required him 
“co fhew his judgement herein: Touching Marriz , {aith he, if 
‘* any man behave himfelfe otherwife then in difcretion and cha- 
* ritie he ought, let the blame be laid where the fault is, and de- 
__ fend him not; bur if by the way he uttet'a truth > mingled with 
“* whatfoever elfe , it is not reafon that that which is of Go p 


_** fhould be condemned for that which is of man : no more then 


‘the doétrine of the Refurre€tion fhould be reproved, becaufe 
“at was maintained and held by the Pharifees : Wherefore remo- 
“ying the odious name’ of Aartin from that which is finceririe 
‘*and love, is to be dealt with, &cc. : 


And the very fame doe wee fay to them that would make - 


Church - Covenant to be odious,. becaufe it is held by thofe of the 
~ Seperation, who are commoniy called Brownifts : Tfmen behave 
_ themfelves otherwife then they ought,we defend them not there- 
ing butitthey hold any truth mingled with whatfoever elfe, wee 
would nor have that which is of God to be condemned, for that 
_ which isot man : truth fhould not be refirfed, becaufe of other 
corruptions that may be foundin them that hold it, gue 
Tee tabs ° Dida Be . ee co Uf 
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“ 2F you with them hold Church-Covenant, you. inftifie them in all 
*¢ their Wayes of feperatson and erronious opinions, = pe 
Not fo, for many ofthem hold that there are no vifible Chri- 
ftians that {tand members of the Parifhesin England, and thacit 
is not lawfull to hold any private Religious communion with 
fuch perfons ; and that the parifhionall Affemblies are none of 
them true Churches, and thar it is not lawfull co hear any of thofe 
Minifters to preach the Word; none of which are juftitied at all 
by holding Church-Covenant , though they do hold the fame; 
There is no fuch neceflarie and infeparable conmexion berweene 


_ thefe opinions, and that of Church-Coyenant, that he that holds : 


this, muft needs hold the other alfo.. 


« But the time hath been, when your felves did not hold Church-(o~ 


“ venant, as now you do 5 when yore were in England you were not of this 
“« mind, and therefore no marvell tf your change fince your coming to New 


“ England be fufpetted, and offenfive, If you change your judgement 


© and prattife in this manner, God. kuoWws whether you may come at lafp, 


‘and therefore men may well be afratd of holding with you in this point, 
© which your felves did not hold when you livedin your native (e onntrey. 


_ Some of us when we were in Exgland, through the metcie of: 
God , did fee the neceffitie of Church-Covenant; and did alfo- 


preach it to the people among{t whom we miniftred, though nei- 


ther fo foone nor fo fully as were meetc, for which we have caufe 


to be humbled, and to judge onr felvesbefore the Lord: : 


But fuppofe we had never knowne nor praGtifed the fame be-. 


fore our coming into this countrey; yet if ic be a truth: of God, 


- there is noreafon why we fhould fhut.our eyes againft the light, 


when God holds it forth unto us, nor that others fhould be offend- 
ed at us for receiving the fame. For by the fame reafon men 
might {till continue in their {innes,and not make any progreffe 
in Knowledge and holineffe, that fo they may not feeme uncon- 
ftant, which were contrary to the Scripture, wherein we are com- 
manded nor to fafhion our felves according to the former lufts of 
our ignorance. 1, Pet,1.14. But tobe changed, Rom. 12,2, and 
renued, Ephe/. 4.23. and put off theold man, and put onthenew, 


Ephef.4. yeato grow in grace and holinefle, 2. Pet. 3.18, and be — 


flronger and ftronger, 706. 17.9. that our good workes may. be 
more at the laft, then atthe firft, Revels. 2. 19. Sure itis, che Apo- 
ftle tells the Corinthians and Ephefians, that the time had been 
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whenthey were not the fame men that now they ate when he 


wrote unto them and yet he doth not blame them for leaving . 


their former opinions or practife, bur commends them for it, 1. 
Cor, 6.11, Ephef. 2.3. &c. And it 1s faid of e4polles ancloquent 
man, aud mighty in the Scripture, that when he came to Ephefus 
the way of God was expounded unto him more perfectly by 
Aguila and Prifcilla, whereas before he was inftructed in the way 
of the Lord; knowing onely the Baptifme of 7047: yet this was 
no difpraife at all to him, that now upon better information he 
would change his judgement tothe better, nor unto them that 
were the means thereof: Ad, 18, 25,26. Nullus pudor eff ad ma- 
linratranfire, | : | | 

The time hath been, (and we may be humbled for it) when we 


| — lived without God in the world, aud fome of us in many {infull 


courfes: and thal! any be offended, becaufe we are nox {till the 


fame> and when God ealled us from the wayes of fin and death, 


_ tothe Fellowhhip of his grace in Chriftsyct fome of us lived along 


time in conformity to the ceremonies impofed in our native 
Countrey, and faw not the evill of them, But when God did open 
our eyes, and let us fee the unlawfulneffe thereof, we cannot {ce 
but it would have been a with-holding the truth in unrighteoul- 
nefle, anda great unthankfulneffe to God for light revealed to uss 
if we fhould ftill have continued in chat courfe through an inor- 


— dinate defire of feeming conftant: and therefore it is not any juft 


caufe of offence that wehave changed out judgement and pra- 
tife in thofe things, when we once perceived the Word of God 
to difallow them. | 

Indeed it hath been fometime objected againft Mr. Cartwright, 
and others, that defired the reformation of the Churches tn 
 England,in regatd of Difcipline and Church-Order, that they 
which ftood fo much for Reformation in Difcipline, didin after 
times adde and alter fome things, poyond what they fawat firft, 


and what chemfelves had formerly defired ; and that therefore be- 


ing fo mutable, and inconftant in their apprchenfions, they were 
not tobe regarded, nor hearkenied unto : to which ObjeCtion Mr. 
Parker makes full Anfwer i Ecclef. lib, 2, Ca. 36. p.307- where he 


~ fheweth from the Scripture, and the teftimonte of Bifhop fewed, 


s Doktor Reinolds, and others, that in- the Reformationof Reli- 


gion God brings not his fervants into perfection in. knowledge 


«and zeale at the firft, but by eared, (oas they growand make 


emanate 


*progrefle - 
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“‘ progreflcin thefe things in {uch wife, that their good works are. 
“more at the laft then at the firft, as was (aid'of the Church of 
“< Thyatira, even as the man that had been blind, when Chrift re- | 
* ftored him to his fight, could at che firft but fee men like trees 
“walking, and atterward {aw every mancleerly ; and therefore it~ 
“ino good arguing to fay thefe men have altered and correéted 
 “fuch things from what their apprehenfions were at firft, and 
“ therefore they are nOt to be regarded, eee 
_ Now tf this beno good arguing againft Mr. Cartwright , and 
thofe that in Exg/and have been ftudious of Reformation (as in. 
deed it is nor) then itis no g66d Argument againft us in this mat- 
ter ef Church: Covenant, to fay we now hold and praétife orher- _ 
| _ wifethenwehavedoneinformertime,. = = aa 
Reply, “ Ifany foall here reply, that change from conformity to the ceremo. 
“ nies to Worfhip God more purely t warranted by the Word, and there- 
“fore not blame-worthy, and that the [ame may be [aid of the cafe of 
“ eApollos, of the ( orinthians, and Ephefians forementioned,and of Cart- 
“ wright, and the ref? ia his times, | She ae 
“tale We an{wer, that this is true, and thereby icappears,thatit is not 
' fimply thechanging a mans opinion or practife that canbecount- 
ed blame-worthy, or offenfive, but changing without warrant of 
the Word; and therefore in pointof Chutch-Covenant, the iffue 
‘.  muftnot be whether we or others have formerly known and pra. 
~ . Ctifed it, but whether it have ground from Gods Word ; For if it a 
"have (as we hope have been proved before in this difceurle) then _ 
"the obferving of it, can be no caufe of juft offence unto others,nor 
imputation of inconftancy to our felves, though in time palt:-we. 
had se had fo much light as to difcerne the neceffitie and ule 
thereof. ‘ ae 3 iS 
The gcod Lord ‘pardon every one that prepareth his heart to © 
{eek God, though he be not cleanfed according to the purification 
of the Sanctuary : and grant unto all his Churches and fetvants, 
that their love may abound yet more and more in knowledge.and — 
in all judgement, chat they may difcerne the things that differ; — 
and approve the things that are excellent, and by his Spirit of — 
truch be led forward into all truth; till Antichrift be utterly con- 
fumed with the breath of his mouth, andthe brightneffe of his 
coming, and the holy City new Jerufalem come down from God | 
out of heaven, as a Bride adorned fot her husband the Lambe;the 
- Lord Jefus,to whom be all glory of affiance and fervice for ever, 
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The feverall Po/itions in 


this Treatife. 


arn ike aftinted Forme of Prayer, or fet Liturgie, & un- 
lawful, ihe 
2. That st i not lawfull to joynein Prayers, or receive the 
Sacrament where a ftinted Liturgie is ufed, or as we COR- 
ceive your meaning to bein this asin the former Queftion, 
viz. where that tinted Liturgie ts ufed. ; | 
3. That the children of godly and approved Chriftians, are 
not tbe baptifed untill their parents be [et mensbers ofa 
Congregation. 1 i eS JOE A ee Me 
4. That the parents of themfelves though of approved piety, 
ave not to be received to the Lords Supper, watill they be. 
admitted as fet Members, . Ptr ae tens ee 
5+ That the power of Excommunication.crc. ts fe in the Bow: 
die of the Church, that what the major part {hall allow, 
that mujt be done, though the Pastors and Governors, and 
part of their Affembly be of another mind,and peradven. 
ture uponmore ubftantiall Reafons. °° air 
6. That none are tobe admitted as fee Members , but they: 
__muft promife not to depart or remove, ualeffe the Congres 
gatiouwill give leave. | 2g ae 
7. That a Minifler is (aa Miniffer to a particular Congre gan: 
tion, that if they diflike him unjifily , or leave him, hex 
~~ eeafeth to bea Miniffer, a ae a 
8. That a Miniffer cannot perform any minifteriall AG im 


| another Congregation. + eeay Ss as 
9. That Members in ane Congregation may net communia.. 
babe. iB ANODE» Cory ar enpe 
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without finne when he may remove them; Befides fonie things 
We pratifed there ( which we {peake it to our fhame and gricfe ) 
| | | Sy ne ae we 
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tion whether they were 
Jawfull, and expedient or no; but took them for etanted, and ge- 
nerally neceived; not onely by the mog Reformed Chutches, bur 
by the moft godly and judicious fervants of God amongft them; 
which neverthelefle when wecame to weigh them inthe ballance 


we never took it into ferious confidera 


of the Sané&tuarie, we could nor find fufficient warrant in the | 


Word to receive them, and eftablith them here : of one of thefe. 
three kinds will thefe our prefent practifts appeare tobe, which 
you call our new opinions, or, Innovations here ; except it be 


fome few of them, which though they have been reported to you 


to be our Judgements and practifes, yet are indeed farre from us: 


The particulars are too many. and too weightie to give yau ac-. 


count of them, and the ground of our-proceedings about them, 


ina Letter, But t0 give you (if it be the will of God) the beter fa. 


tistaction, we have fent you a fhort ‘Treatife touching each par- 
tucular, that according to your defire you might underftand from 


us how farre we do acknowledge any of thefe tenents , and upon. 


what ground hoping that according to your promife, if upon due 
examination you fhall find any weight in them, you will sive us 
the right hand of fellowfhip. But if otherwife, you will fend us. 
your juftand faithful] animadverfions,and we do not fufpe& your 
loves to the truth, or your fincere {peaking according to your. 
con{cience inthe fight of God, neither taxe you as a-fide from the 
truth with by refpects, whereof youcomplaine, verily we abhorre 


fuch rafh, harfh, and. prefumptuous notorioufnefle ; we fee as’ 
much caufe to fulpe& the integritie of our own hearts, as yours; 


and fo much the more, as being more privie to the deceitfulnefle 
of our own hearts thento youts. And we cannot but with-much 
thanklulnefle of heare acknowledge the many rich precious trea- 


fures of his grace, wherewith the Lord hath farnifhed fundrie of © 


you above your Brethren, which caufeth us with-great reverence. 
toaccept, and receive what further light God may be pleafed to 
impart untous by you; Buras we have beleeved, fo have we hi- 


therto pradtifed, and fo have moft of us {poken : this our Anfwer 


to your particulars, moft of us we may fays becaufe there wants 
not fome Brethren among{tus who proceed further, even to look 
at all {er formes of Prayer. invented by men of another age or 
congregation, and prefcribed to their Bretlarento be read out of a 
book for the prayers of the Church, as Images, or- Imaginations 


of. 


| The Epipile. 3 ee 53 q 


_». of men, forbidden in the fecond Commandement. Bur as we 
— deave them to their libertie of their own judgements without pre- 
judice, fo do we alfo concurré with the reft of them, fo farreas we | 
allgo in bearing witnefle againft any fet formes, or the corrupti- ves 
ons inthem ; In difpatching whereof,we have been the more flow 2) 
_becaufe ic behovedus firft to inquire into,and to fettle fome con- t 
troverfics amongft our felves, before we could well attend to en- ae 
tertaine difcourfe about forraigne queftions whichdo not fo neer- ie 
ly concerne our prefent eftate and practife. Befides your Letters ae 
being fent to the Minifters of the Churches, and fome of us dwel- — Bes 
ling farre afunder, it was not an eafic thing for all of us often to eS 
_ meet rogether to confider of thefe Queftions, much leffe to refolve ne 
| uponone juft anfwer, But having at lenerh (by. the affiltance of 
God) brought our Anfwers to this 1ffue, we commend it to the 
bleffing of the Lord, and in him xo your Chriftian , and judicious 
confideration ;.where if all things ‘be found fafe, and duely war- 
ranted from Scripture grounds; do you.alfoas feemeth vigilant 
| &. Watchmen of the Lords flock, and faithfull witnefles to God ; If 
| any thing feeme doubtfull.co you, confider.and weigh it very weil 
before you rejeé it : If any thing appeare tobe unfound,and diffo-. 
nant from the.Word (which we for.our parts cannot difcerne) we 
fhall willingly attend to what further light God may fend unto us . 
by you: [nthe meane while we intreat you in the Lord, not to - 
fufter fuch apprehenfions to lodge in your minds, which you inti- 
mate in your Letters; As if we here juftified the wayes of riged {e- 
paration, which fometimes amongft you we have formerly born | 
witnefle againft : and fo build againe the things we have deftroy- - 
ed; you know they. feparate from your ‘Congregations, as no : 
Churches; fromthe Ordinances difpenfed by you as meere Anti- 


| 
| 
| 


chriftian, and from your felves as novifible Chriftians. But we - | | | 
profeffe unfainedly, we feparate from the corruptions which we lee 
_ conceive to be ieit in your Churches, and from fuch Ordinances . AY 


adminiftred therein as we fearc are not of God, but of men; And 
for your {elves, we ate fo fatre from feparating as from no vifible 
- Chriftians, asthac you are under God in out hearts (if the Lord 
/, would fufferic) tolive.and die together; and we looke at fundrie : 
of you as men of thar eminent growth in Chriftsanitie, thar if ot 
there beany vifible Chriftians under heaven amongit you, are the » 
men which iorthele many yeers te been written 10 your notes 
pik | ae 23 keacs 
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Your very Loving Brevipen Sy 
the Elders of the Churches _ 
in New-England,. 9 


en PEP es ee eens 


| Sedateeeeeeeeretiiteds 


AN ANSVVER OF THE 
Elders of the feverall Churches in New- 


_ England,unto nine Pofitions {ent over to them (by — 


[he ; Me Tas erase ee dh ' 
divers Reverend and godly Minifters im ENGLinp) 
to declare their Judgements therein, 


: y 1 TEAS Posa roroon othe Tf, ' "i qtee: 
‘That's tinted Form of Prayer, or fee Liturzte, is unlawfall. 


= Efore we proceed to declare our {elves concerning 
v4 chis Pofition, it will be needfull that fome things 

| be premifed forthe explication of the termes there- 
| ot ywefuppofe chat firft ¢byadcicurgie and forme 
of Prayer you mearie nota torm of private prayer;, 
a 25 compofed for the helpe of the weaker; but that 
Siftome; or Body of Publick Prayér, generally ufedin the Engiih 
Parifhes, comprifed for the Churches ufeby other men, notinfal- 


-libly guided of God tobe {aid ordead outofiabook bytheirMi- 


nifters, asthe. Churches prayers vAndithae this: 1s your: meaning, 
may appeare from yout Letter it felf, whereimyou complain, that 
diversiin many parts of that Kingdome have lettyour Affemblies, 
becaufe of a ftinted Lirurgie; now we know not of any ocher {tin- 
red Livargie from whichthe people do abfent themfelves;bunone= 
ly thaciwhichis imufe irrche EngiifhsChurches ;fos'as fora Form: 
of Prayer in generall; we conceive your meaning cannot be of 


| tharforitis evident tharmany. Preachers conftantly. ufe a (ettorm 


of prayer of their own making ‘before their Sermons, with whom 
theipeople refufenovto foyheosisob bite b270I9.9390 HOM or 
ioSetondly yby ftinted prayers,ahdifec formes, youomeane uch 


prayers as' are’ fo impofédiupon.the Churches and Myrittersp as 


that thty arellimitedto: theufe of that: very forme of words ¢x- 


- preftinthe Bookiwith no addition;diminutidn, of alteration ;ror 


that Litureie;$¢ Borm among{byou is in this, fence fer gc ftinteds 
‘oThivdlys by unlaw full: you meanedhatwolooking at that form 
asfwervingtromtheR we: neitherdo firft prattive it iene 
ween : : j econay 


etnfw, 
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Anfwcer £0 Pofition the firft. 


i | fecondly; approve the ule ‘of iby oshérs. 


| This being the true ftate of the Queftion, fo fat as it appears to 
i us from your Letters, Weaniwer: “fy i > | 
a | 1, For.our own practife the Churches here do not ufe any ftint- 
> ed form of Prayers,and fet Liturgies: for thefeand{uch otherlike. 
| Reafons. _./ te gh Feehaacs nO merce) coded el eee cies 
Firft, becaufe we find no necefficte of a ftinted Liturgie to be 
ufed amongft us, by verttie of any Divine precepr; And {ecing 
the commiffion. of the Apoftle limited'them to teach men to ob- 
ferve and do onely what Chrift had commanded them in matters 
of this nature, WWatrh,28/20,whoiare wes and what are out 
Churches, that we fhould prefume.above thisCommiffion: And 
we hope it will nor be offcntively taken by any godly Brethren, 
that we ftand faft in that Liberty wherewith Chrift hath made us: 
free, in this as well as in any other thing. rity! 
Second!y, becaufe the unlawfulneffe of | fer Formes, and {tinted 
Liturgies.is queltioned, and doubted ‘of by many faithfull fervants. 
of Chrift ; whereas for Church Officers to-edifie the Church by. 
their own gifts, as well in praying as in preaching , all forts with- 
out controverfie grant itto be lawtull : Now ({pirituall prudence 
cuideth Beieevers when two wayes are fer. before, them , ene! 
doubrfull though ventured on by fome ;the other certainly fafe' 
and good; rhough neglected by many» tochufethat which is fafes: 
declining fromtheother. | at 
Thirdly; becaufe the primitive patternes of all the Churches 
of God in their beft times, when:as touching this point they keep’ 
therule in their eyes; whether Jewifh before’ Chnifty or Chriftian; 
above an hundred: yeers' after Chrift 5 yeeld not the-leaft. foot’ 
fieps to fhew us another {afe way to walke in, then this which we 
havechofen. As for after times towards theend of the fecond and: 
beginning of the third Century, we know how farre the Churches: 
were then degenerated, and declined from their -fittt pnritie;nor; — 
doiwe marvel! at.ityfecing in the. Apoftles time! the myftery'of 
iniquitie began to work; and it was then foretold; that the power, 
of godlinefle would in after times be exchanged for empty forms}. 
in which refpect we look not at them as our guides, neither in this: 
or other particulars; nor wartanted by the Rule : herein tollow-: 
ing the advife. of Cyprian; who himfelfe faw the corruptions. of 
thofe umes, Nox. eft attendendam quid aliqute ante nos factendnm pr-- 
taverit, 


Dt Nae nfwer to Pofition the firft. : 


taverip, fed quid qui ante onsnes eft Chrifti facerit & faciendum prace- 


- “perit, "Toconclude, fecing our Chriftian liberty trees us from bin- 


ding out felvesto any religious obfervances, whereunto the writ- 
‘ten Word doth not bind us; And feeing fpirituall prudence di- 
reétsus to chute thofe wayes which on all hands areconfeffed to 
be fafe, avoiding thofe that are doubrfulkand hazardous, and fee- 


- “ing it will not be fafe for us needicfly to {werve from the conftant 


ptactifeof allChurches that are recorded inthe Scriptures, that 
held forth as a cloud of witneffes for us to follow in matters of this 
nature; we therefore, may mot, do not, dare not, ufe that forme of 
prayer, and ftinted Licurgie in thofe Churches ; more particularly 
inthat we do not ufe that Forme of Prayer and ftinted Liturgic 
whichis in ufe among yout {elves :this and fuch other like Rea- 
fons have induced us thereunto. we 
- Fir(t, the many and juft exceptions whereunto that Liturgte is 
Jiablé for matter and mannet : for the proofe whereof, we referre 
you to thote fervants of God who have gone before us in witnef- 
fing againft the fame ; amongft others, to Dr. (artWwrights and the 


-Abridgement.. 


Secondly, Inas muchas that Liturgie was never commanded 
‘of God, and hath been greatly abufed to idolatry and {uperftitions 
‘and isnot ofany neceflarie ule, therefore we are afraid to bring it 
into the worfhip of God, as knowing ( Exod, 20.)the Jealoufie of 
‘the Lord in matters of this nature, and how ftriétly he command- 
ed his people, that all monuments of Idolatrie and fuperftition 
fhould be abolifhed from among them : Dest, 5.25.26. Exod, 13. 
Tas 30. 32.2.0 7.6.17. 0 which refpe&t the holy Ghoft hath 
eteatly commended Pace, David, Jehan, Hezekia, and jofia, for ta- 
king away the remembrance of {uch things, (Gen. 33624. P/al.6. 

2, King, 20.26, 27.18, 4.2. King, 23. all the Chap.) and when 


“other Kings of Pdab came fhort of the (ame zeale, the Scripture 


totes it asa blemifh in them, that the high places were not taken 
away, albeit the people did not facrifice in them to falfe gods; but 


_‘onely to the Lord; 2. Chron, 45.17. and 20, 32. and 32.17-yea 


F moreover it appeareth by the Sc i | 
a good originall and ufe, if they be not ftill neceffarie and come | 


ripture that fome things that had - 


manded of Gods are unlawful, when once they are known to be 
defiled by Idolatiie, and abufed toit, 1. Ksg. 18. 14. Hof. 2.16. 


17. As the brazen Serpent ee the fictt Gods. inftitutions 


though 
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though but temporarie , but when the children of Ifrael-burne 


ros 


- incenfe to it, Hezekiah is commended for breaking it in peeces : 


and the Lord witnefled of him; that herein be did that which was 


ight inthe fight of the Lord, and according to his Commandements which — 


he commanded Afofes.2. King. 18. 3..46. How much more in the 
like cafe ought other things to be removed which never were 
commanded of God, but onely were devifed by men; And that 
that Liturgie hath been fuperftitioufly abufed, may be cleare to 
any that fhallconfider. Itis the fame for fubftance that was-ufed 
in the dayes of Popetie ; and therefore when the Papifts in Devox- 
frire, and (ornvvell had madeacommotion and. Rebellion upon 
the change of Religioninthe dayes of King Edward thefixth, it 
was toldthen by the King; for the pacifying-of them, thar it was 


the felf-fame fervice in Englith which ad been before in. Latine, 
Gt remaineth good in Englith, for nothing is altered) And Pope 


‘Pi the fitth did fee fo little variation sn it ftom the Latine Ser- 
vicesthat had been formerly nfedinthat Kingdome,that he would 
have ratified ic by his Authorities if Queene Ezaberb would have 
fo retained it: And many of the people put fuch holineffe in it; 
that they thinke Gad is not rightly worfhipped, nor the Sabbath 
ooferved, nor the Sacraments {ufficiently adminiftred, if there be 
no teading of the Service. And othersput fuch holinefle and ne- 
ceffitie in 1, chat they preferre it before Gods holy ordinances of 
preaching the Word, info muchas the Minifters are in danger of 
being called into queftion, and of being cenfured, if they. do not 
read the Liturgie every Lords day , without omitting any part 
thereof, either in refpe& of preaching, or. other wayes : This Ar- 
sument is ufed inthe abridgement, againft Conformitic to the — 
Ceremonies, and we do aot fee but it is as fttong againft the Li- 
tur gic. | ee ae | 
Thitcly, In regard of the many wofull fcandalls and dangerous _ 
confequences of uting that Liturgie, of which » wee fuppofe, you — 
ate not ignorant : to mention but two ; firft, the hardening of 
Papifts, whoare imboldened to thinke better of their owne Bre- 
viaties, and Mafle- Bookes; feeing moft of that Liturgie hath been - 
extraGed out of thefe Bookes, and rather fetched from them, 
then from the formes ufed in any parts of the reformed Churches ; ~ 
Secondly, The countenancing and eftablifhing of an unlearned ~ 
Adoll-Miniftery, of not-Pseaching-Curates, Non-refidents, ae 
me | talifts, 


ralifts, 8c. In whofe skirts is to be found the bloud of fo many 


*y 


Fain pone 


eos 


thoufand foules, living and dying intheir finnes, whileft they ig- 
norantly content themfelves with, and harden themfelves in.fome 
emptie formes of Religion; and blinde devotion, which are begot 
and cherifhed chiefly by fuch Prayers and Miniftery : Neither is 


there le({e {candall thereby ( we meane ) not onely taken:bur gi 


ven them, by the eating of an_Idolethite in the Idolis Temple, 
condemned bythe Apoftle, 1 (or. 8.7. 10. For if the eating of 
an Idolethite by him that had knowledge, and knew that an Idoll 
was nothing, and that all meats were lawful, did imbolden others 
to honour the Idoil, and therefore was a {candall given, fo alfois it 


— inthis cafe. | x 


_ Fourthly, Seeing that Booke is fo impofed, as that the Minifter 
in reading of it, is limited to the very words fet downe, without 
sey addition, diminution; or alteration, therefore wee dare not 
areca: OG ot 

For firftthe Lord himfelfe hath not limited his people to his 
owne forme, therefore wee fee not how it canbe lawful for to be 


Jimaited to other mens formes ; for in thus doing, we fhould fub- 
je&t our felves tothe exercife of fuch-an authoritie and power of - 


the Prelates, as in this cafe puis forth a ftronger A& of limiting 
power then Chrift himfelfe, who doth notlimit us tothofe formes 


- which himfelte hath fer downe in Scripture ; for though wee ac-. 


knowledge the Lords Prayer» and other formes fet downe in 
Scripture, may be lawfully ufed as prayers (due cautions being ob- 
ferved) yetthere isnot a limitation lying upon the Churches, in 
the ufe of thefe prayers; And therefore we doe not finde that the 


” “‘Apoftles ever ufed that forme taught by Chrift in thofe very 
_ words, much leffe limited themfelves to 1t when they prayed ; nor 
. did they teach the Churches fo to doe. 


Secondly, Ifthe Lord would not have us limit our {elves to out 
swne formes; whileft we are exercifing out owne gifts, which he 
qath (pecially fanGtified to edifie his Churches, 4é. 6. 4. Eph.4.8, 
1 Cor. ¥2. 147, Leaft wee fhould quench, orat leaft ftraighten his 
Spirit in prayer, 1 Thef.1.19. W ould he not have usthen limited 


to other mens tormes, which have not been in like fort fanctified 


46 God, but will rather quench or ftraighten the Spirit of God; 


1 —_ whileft we are fo limitedtothem. 


- ‘Thirdly, The entertainment of this forme hath been a manifeft 


H 2. ({nare 
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Anfwer to Pofition the fecond. 
{nare unto other Churches, who upon the fame ground on which 
they have received this forme into the defire, have been limited to 
others in the Pulpit, by the means whereof the poore Church of 
Chrift hath been wholly deprived of the publique ufe of the Mini- 
{ters gifts in prayer, and the Spirit of prayer in the Minifters in 
publique hath been greatly reftrained. eit pes 

Secondly, As for our judgements concerning the praétife of o- 
thers, who ufe this Liturgie in our native Countrey, we have been 


cy 


alwayes unwilling to expreffe our mindsthere -agzainft, unlefle wee ~ 


had been neceffarily called thereunto: And at this time we thinke 
itnot expedient to exprefle our {elves any further concerning this 


_ matter, as loath to entermed:e in the affarres of other Churches ; 


but contenting ourfelves with, and bleffing the Lord for thefe 
Liberties, which wee by the mercy of God doe here enjoy, 
refetving alfo due reverence to the judgements of our beloved 
Countrey-men, who concerning this matter may be otherwife 


minded. 


———— 


Dio (ein. a aa the II. 


That it is not lawfull to joyne 1 prayers; or receive the Sacra- 
ment, where a ftinted Liturgie ws ufed, or as wee conceive 


jour meaning to be in this as in the former queftion,viz.where 
that ftinted Liturgie ts ufed. 


lita fcemes by your Letters, the ground of this your Poficion hath 
been the {eperation of divers from your Affi mblies, becaufe ofa 
ftinted Liturgie ; And weare not ignorant of that ridged Sepera- 


tion of divers people, who withdraw themfelves from an able 


faithfull Miniftery, as no Miniftery of Chrift, and from their 
Congregations, asno Churches of Chrift, becaufle of fome cor- 


tuptions , from which through want of light (not love of the. 


truth, ) they are not throughly clenfed ; again{t which practice we 
have ever witnefled : Astor our judgements concerning the Po- 
fition it felfe, wee would premife two things : ate | 
Firft, Concerning the perfons reading this Liturgie,which may 
be either an ungodly, or unable Miniftery, or an able and godly. 


x 


derftood, 


Secondly, Concerning the Liturgie it felfe, which may be un-- 


—~ 


i Lf nfwer to Poftrons the third and fourt b. 


derftood, either of the whole, or fome felected prayers, which 
may be conceived to be the leaft offenfive. ) 


Now if the Queftion be of joyning in prayer, where and when 
that whole Liturgie is ufed, or when that which is ufed, is read by 


an unable and ungodly Minifter, wee then fee not how it can be 
lawfull to joyne in prayer in {uch cafes, For the prayers of the 


- Minifter'are not his private prayers, but the publique prayers of . 


the whole Aflembly, whofe mouth he is unto God ; And when 
the prayers offered by the Minifter, as a living holy acceptable fer- 


vice to God, are not through humane frailrie , but ctherwile for 


matter and manner corrupt, we fee not what wartant any man 
hath to joyne in fuch prayets,.e7@. 1. 13,14. When they are joy- 
ned therein with an infufficient Miniftery, they doe not onely 
countenancethem in their place and office, whom the Lord hath 
rejected from being his Priefts, Hof 14.6, buralfo fer up thofe 


- Idolls and *means of worthip t6 edifie themfelves by, which God 


never appointed in his holy Word, Eeck, 11, 17. 

But if che Queftion be of joyning in {ome few feleGted prayers, 
read by an able and faithfuli Minifter out of the Booke ; as of the 
one fide wee are tender of imputing finneto thofe that fo joyne, 
fo onthe other fide, we are not without feare leaft fuch joyning 
may be found unlawiul) ;unleffe i: may appeare that the Minifters 
with whom wee have communion in reading thofe prayers , doe 
neither give any {candall, by reading of them , nor give unlawful 
honourtoathing abufed to Idolatry and fuperfticion, nor doe 
fuffer themfelves to be finfully jimited in the reading of them. 
ee ke Oh etal ipaiec wp tiie ls sick ore ce hate 
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| That the children of godly and approved Chriftians,are not to be 


Bapt zed untill their Parents be fet members of a Congrega- 
tion. Pos1tt1o0N the IV. | 
That the Parents of themfclves. though of approved pietie, are 
net to be recervcd tothe Lords Supper,untill they be admitted 


Ah (et members. - pos 


T Hefe two Pofitions may be: maintained with one and the fame 
defences being {omewhat coincident ; and therefore wee thus 

joyne them, as if they wete Dut one, ae 

7 <a H 3 Pirft, 
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», Place, for che publique wothipof God, and their edifying. Hence 


Anfwer to Pofitions the third and fourth. : 


Firft, therefore to prevent all miftakes j it may pleafe you to take 


‘Notice, that we are not of their judgementswho refufe all r cligious 


communion with fuch as arenot Churchemembers, nor doe wee 
appropriate in this priviledge of the Seales, onely tothe members 


_of our owne Church, excluding all other Churches of Chrift from 


the fame, though they may be through error or humane frailtie 
detective in fome matters of order; provided that the libertie of 
out Churches be preferved, of receiving {uch fatisfa@ion as is 
mecte, as well by Letters of Recommendation from fuch Chur. 
ches, as otherwife ; ificbe requifite concerning thofe whom wee 
admit into fellowfhip im the Seales 3, fot. as wee account it our du 
tic to keepe the unitie of the Spirit inviolate,with any in whom we — 
defcerne any fruits of the Spirit ; fo we hold our felyes bound to 
difcharge this dutie according to our {pirituall communion, in 
prayer, holy conference,and other religious actions of like nature, 
Wee maintaine with all godly perfons, though they be not in 
Church-order : Bur Church-Communion we hold( with Church- 
admitting to fellowfhip of the Seales ) the knowne, approved, and 
orderly recommended member of any true Church; But to felloyy- 
fhip in the Cenfures admittance of members,and choice of Officets, 
onely the members of that particular Church > Whereof they and -~ 
Wee, or any of us {tand members, ) bie 
Thefe things being premi(ed to confideration whereupon our 
judgements and practife is {waid ; for admimiftration of the Seales 
onely to fuch as are members, a priviledge peculiar thereunto in 
ofdinary difpenfation, Rom. 9, 4. Ati. 2.41, 42.49. Indeed the 
Preaching of the Word is not fo, being an Ordinance.giverrnor 
onely for the edifying of the Churches already gathered , but alfo 
for the gathering of men to the Church that are yet wirhont, 
whereas thed i{pencing of the Seales, are an Ordinance given one- 
ly for the edifying of the Church; being ordained, not for the ga-~ 
thering of it; And becaufe there is now no Nationall Church'on 
earth wherein the Seales are difpenced, there being neither place 
NOL time, nor Officers, nor Ordinances appointedin the New Te- 
ftamenc by Chrift the Lord, for any fuch Affembly as the Pewes 
had under A4o/es : Te remaines that the Chriftian Churches where- 
unto thele priviledges are given, are Congregationall, confifting 
onely of fo many as may and doe meet together ordinarily in one 


) ~* : 


it is 
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atis that we reade fo much in the New Teftament of Churches; 
inthe Plurall number; The Churches of Chrift, Rom. 16,6. The 
- Churches of God, 3 Cor, 11,16. The Churches of the Saints, 
1 (or, 14. 33. Andnot onely when they were of divers Nations, 
the Churches of the Gentiles, Rom.16.12. but alfo of the fame Na- 
tion, the Churches of Judea, Gal, 1.20.1 Thef) 2.14. Not onely 
when the Countrey was of alarge citcuite and extent, the Chur- 
ches of Afias1.Cor.16. 19. but alfo of afmall part of the Coun- 
ttey, the Churches of Gallatia, Gal.1. 2, Yea, when two Con- 
gtepations in feverall Cities are {poken of, they are called Chur- 
ches, asthe Church of Jerufalem, 4.15. 22. and the Church of 
. Antioch, Ai. 14.27.15; 25.30. To windeupall, {ceing the . 
Churches under the Gofpel, are’ Congtegationall , and that Bap- 
_ tifme and the Lords Supper; belongs onely to the Churches,it will 
| follow that asa Citie priviledge belongeth onely to Citizens and 
their children ; fo Baptifme and the Lords Supper, being Church- 
priviledges, belongs onely to the particular Churches, and their 
feede, and that feeing Sigi#uns fequitur donum, to apply them to o- 
thers, what is it buttoabufethem > As a Seale of a Corporation 
is abufed,when added to confirme the Grant of a priviledge which 
-is peculiar to any Towne Corporation, to one that being no free- 
man of that Corporation is uncapable thereof, eel 
_ We ate not ignorant of what is wont to be objected againft ObjeE., 
| what hath been faid; from Inftance of the Centurion,the Eunuch, 
-_Lydia,the Jaylor, &c. How of the Eunuch no more was required 
to Baptifme, then beleeving with his whole heart; In the Centu- | 
rion, the Apoftle Pete, upon his being Baptized with the Spirir, a 
inferred his right to Baptif{me with water ; So in Lydia, the Jaylor, 
and many others ; It being the .conftant expreffion of the holy 
Ghoft, They beleeved, and were Baptized , without any regard to 
: eet ee : ae ares - eet | 
1ereunto wee Anfwer 3 Where the holy Gholtis givenand 4/473 
received( which was the cafe of the Centurion }-ahd where faith “ands 
1s profeffed according to Gods Ordinance ( which was the cafe of 
the reft ) there none may hinder them from being Baptized, viz, _ 
by fuch as have power to Baptize them: In the Inftances given, 
- Baprifme was adminiftred, either by Apoftles, or Evangelifts, or 
by ordinary Paftours : The perfons Baptized, if they were mem- 
bers of Churches, they had a right to Baptifine 1n their eftate; | - 


And 
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if nlwer to Pofitions the third and fourth. 


And the Apoftles being Officers of all Churches: might difpence 
the Seales to them where ever they came, which yet will not war- 


rant ordinary Church-Officers to. doe the fame ; nor. is it impro- 


bable, but that all thefe were in Church: order. -Arets isof opini- 
on in 4. 9.18. A&, 8.37. thatthe Centurion had a conftituted 
Church in his houfe; The Eunuch commins to Peru/alem to wor- 
fhip, argueth him to be a Profelytes and member of the Jewith 
Church, yet diffolved, and thereforeupon profeffion ef the Chri 
{tian faith, capable of Church-priviledges at that time : ‘As for 
Lydia and the Jaylor; it appeareth that in the beginning of the Go- 
{pel, there was a Church at Philippi; which communicated with 
Paul concerning giving and receiving; and he expreffely fayth be- 
fore his departure ftom Macedonia, Phil. 4.18. which departure 
was immediately upon the Jaylors converfion; In which refpeét 
what fhould hinder that Lydia andthe Jaylor fhould firft be joy- 
ned to the Church, 8cthen to be Baptized,though it be not mentio- 
ned in that {tory,as neither is hete mention of a Chriftian Ghurch, 
which yet Pax! mentioncth in his Epiftle to the Philippians , at 
leaft itis probable, that Lydia was a member of the Jewifh Church, 
becaufe thee is faid to be one that worfhipped: God ; But if any 
man thinke that they were not members of any Church yet Bap- 
tized, though we {ee not how it will be proved; yet if it’ were fo, 
the objection doth no whit weaken the Argument; which {peak- 
eth of the ordinary difpenfation of the Seales, and not what was 
done in an extraordinary way 3 So that fuppofe that in the.cafe al- 
ledged, Baptifme was difpenced to fome that were not in Church- 
fellowfhip, yet the example of the Apoftles and Evangelifts in fo 
doing, will not warrant ordinary Paftours to doethelike, - 
The Reafon of the difference, why Apoftles and Evangelifts — 
might adminifter Baptifme out of Ghurch Orders , whereof Pas 
{tors and Teachers may notis double. se 
Firft, Becaufe their calling gave them illimited power over all 
men, efpecially Chriftians whereunto they came :' But we do ‘not 
find that ordinarie Paftors and Teachers can do an.aét of power, 
but onely over their own Church, which hath called them’ to 
watchoverthemintheLord. <. |. 0a 2h Rome 
Secondly, Becaufe they were affifted with an immediate dire- 
ion and guidance ofthe holy Ghoft. in the patticulars of their 
adminiftrations, in the cafe alledged ; But ordinatie Church Off- 
: | | a cers 
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cers ateto walke according to the ordinarie Rules of the Sctip= 
‘tures in their difpenfation of the (eals;and not toexpe& immedi- 
ate in{piration, and extraordinarie Revelations for their help tn 
fich cafes: This difference betweene Apoltles and ordinatie 
Church Officers mutt needs be acknowled ed, or otherwife a 
ee might from their examples juftific. Baptifme’ in private 5 
Rreesiois 2H RTL OD. OF 7 neh ' 
P If itbe obje&ed; that Baptifme (as Circumcifion alfo formet-- Objeé, 
ly) 1s a feale of the tighteoufneffe of faith, amd therefore where 
- faith issand the righteoufnefte of it, the fealmay be added alfo, 
eventochofe thatare not in Ghurch-Covenant by vertue of theit 
relations to the Covenant of grace to all Beleevers. Rom 4.11.) 
Gen. 17. L.t01 2. 
~ Weanfwer : The {cope of the Apoftle in that place of the Rom. . 4/55 
ie 4. isnot to define a Sactament, not to fhew whatisthe properad- 
| sequate {ubjeét of the Sacrament : But to prove by the example of; 
—  brabamthata finnet is juftified before God, not by works, but. 
by faith, ( thus ).as «Abraham the Father of the faithful was J ufti- 
“fied before God, fo mutt his feed be; that 1s, all beleevers whether. 
Jews or Gentiles ; circumcifed ot uncircumcifed , for therefore: 
| Abraham received Citcumcifion-which belonged to.the Jews.to 
) confirme that righteoufnefle which hehad before, even whileft 
he was uncircumcifed, that he might be the Father of both. But 
left any man fhould thinke his Circumcifion needleffe, it he was 
_ juftified by faith before citcumcifed, he addeth that his Circum- 
cifion was-of ule, asa feale to confitme to him his faith , and the. le 
righteouf{nefle which is by faith; yet as juftification 1s not the onc- : is) 
ly thing that Circumcifion fealed, but the whole Covenant alfo a | 
made with e-4brabam and his {eed was fealed thereby : fo. Abra- 
ham isto be confideredin ufing Circumcifion, not fimply, ot one- 
ly asa Beleeyer without Church relation, but as confederate, a be- 
leever, and-fo.in the {tate and order of a vifible Church, though 
|. the Apoftle maketh mention onely of the righteoufnefle of faith 
| ag {ealed thereby. which was as ferved for his purpofe. Now that 
I circumcifion fealed the Chutch-Covenant,may appeat from Ger... 
179.1051 L.where you nay ind that 4brabam 8 his {eed,though 
beleevers,were notcircumeifed ull God called them into Church- 
Covenant. There is the fame reafon and ufe of Bapei{me to. us, . 
which fervetl.to feale. to out quiiction as Gircuracifios did: . 
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yet not that alone, but alfo the whole Covenant with all the: pri= 
viledges,as Adoption, 44. 2! 38. and Sanétification, Gal, 3.26, 
27. Tit. 3.§. fellowhip wich Chrift in his affli&ion, Tir. 3. 5, 
and the falvation of our foules ; Afatth. 20. 23. Andthe refurre- 
étion of our bodies, 1. Per. 3. 2%, And not onely the Covenant 
of Stace which is commonto all beleevers, 1, Corinth. 15. 29. Bur 
Church-Covenant alfo which is peculiar to. confederates, accord= 
ing to that of the Apoftle, B y one Spirit We are all baptifed into one 
body, Cor.2.43. And by one Body; he meaneth that Particular 
Church of (orizth. whereunto he writeth, and faith , Now ye are. 
the body of € brift and members in particular, ver, 37, And therefore _ 
Church memberfhip is required as well to the Orderly partaking: 
of Baptifme, as it was of Circumcifion : nor do we find that: Cir- 
cumcifion was adminiltred to all that were in the: Covenant’ of 
gtace (as all beleevers were) but onely to fuch, of them as were 
joyned to the people of the God of Abraham, Melchifedech was 
under the covenant of grace, fo was Lor, and fob, and his foure 
friends; yet weno where read that they were citcumcifed, nor do 
beleeve they were : fo thae if Citcumcifion. were admuniftred to. 
none but thofe that were joyned to Abrahams familie, and the 
Church of God in his feed, then may not Baprifmein ordinarie 
courfe be adminiftred to any beleevers nows unleffe they be joyn- 
ed to the Church of Chrift: For; Parum pareft ratios Burthe firtt 
Is true, therefore the fecond alfo. | cm 
_ff any fhall fay, that aman may be amember of a vifible Ca- 
tholick Ghurch, that ftands in no relation to any particular Con- 
StesatiOn. 214 MOUS Ee poe 33 LE CS gaa 

We anfwer, as we have alreadie faid, we know-no fuch Church 
inthe New Teftament, asa vifible Catholick Church; wherein: 


the feales are to be difpericed: if any man think otherwifes and will. , 
undertake to prove it from Scripture grounds, we fhall gladly. 
vweigh his Argument, and returne fch anfwer as the cafe will 
cate. Ee fides | 
Secondly, the Minifters of Scotland in their examination , and. 
Te examination of the Articles of Perth, in the lat Article touch- - 


ing the adminiftration of the Sacraments in private. places, do ex=. 
prelie thew Judgements in fuch termes, as may ferve fora full an= 
{wer cothis Objeétion. ~ | 


Vifible communion (fay they) in the holy things of God is me 
uy Cd ; 
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Anfwer to Pofitions the third and fourth. 
end of our union, and confolation ofa particular Church: becaufe 
‘we catinot attaine to vifible communion in the holy things of God 
‘tmmediately, but by our communion with a particular Congre- 
‘gation, this communion muft not be violated. 
~~ “The fecond confideration, the ordinarie adminiftration of the 
feales is limited to the Miniftery, and the Miniftery to a particular 
Church; therefore the fea!s alfo muft neceflarily be proper to the 
Church, and tothe members thereof. | . , 
‘Thirdly, that the adminiftration of the fea's is limiced to the 
Miniter, is evident from the firft Inftitcurion, where God hath 
joyned to preach, viz. by office, and tobaprife together ; therefore 
we may not {eparate them : for howfoever any one man may by 
| the appointment of the Lord,and matter of the fami-y, fignifie 
| his mind, and deliver a meflage from him to the familie , yet the 
difpenfing of a fit portion of foodto every one of the houfhold, 
isa bratich of the Stewards office. Indeed the keyes are given to 
the whole Church, yetthe exercife and difpenfation of them in 
this as wellas in other particulars is committed to the Minifters, 
: ~whoare called to be ftewards of the myfteries of God, 1. (or. 401. 
_ And no Church- office can be orderly performed by any, but {ach 
‘asare called thereunto ; not will God vouchfate his prefence and 
blefing whereuponall {pirituall efficacie depends, in an ordinance, 
but wher it'is difpenfed by fuch whom he hath ordained and ap- 
pointed thercunco. | 
Secondly, that the Minifter is limited to the Church, appeareth 
from evident Texts of Scripture, 44.14.23. {0 alfo upon this 
“ground, t, Cor. 4.17.1. Pet. 5.2. Al. 20.28, The office 1s foun 
ded in the relation betweene the Church and the officer : where- 
fore take away the relation; and the office ( and fo the work) cea- 
fetch; for where he hath no power, there he may not do any act of 
power, and he hath no power where he hath no relation by office: 
herein the proportion holds betweene an Officer of a Towne 
‘Corporate, and of aChurch, that as che power of the former is 
onely within his owne corporation ; fo the pawer of the lactcris 
confined to his own congregation. . | 
‘The third Confideration: Circumcifion and the Paffeover one= 
lv are to be adminiftred to the members of the Church, therefore 
 Baptifme, and the Lords Supper is to be adminiftred alfo, 8c. The 
| confequenice is made good by the pane of thefe ordinances ie 
¥ ; 2 
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if the Argument hold {trong for the proofe of Pdo-baptifaney 
which is taken ftom the circumcifior’of infants, why may we not 
as well infer a neceffitie of Church- memberfhip to bapti{me from 
the neceffitie of it ro circumcifion: And that Citcumcifion was 
peculiar to the members of the Church, may appeare in that per- 
fons circumcifeds and they onely might eat the Paffeover, and 
5 they might enter into the Tempie, which was the priviledge of 
Church- members. | jail 
Inour anfwer to the fecond Objection againft the firft Confi- 
deration, we have fhewed you that Circumcifion was not admi- 
- niftred to all that were under the Covenant of grace, (which all. - 
beleevers were) but onely to {uch of them as joyned themfelves . 
_ tothe Church: As firtt in e-4brahams family, whereunto Baptifme 
doth fo farre anfwer, that the Apoftle accounteth thefe, exprefii- 
ons equivolent: (o/.2.12, tobe circumcifed in Chrift with cu- 
cumefion made with hands, and to be buried with Chriit in Bap- 
ti{me, indeed in fome things they differ: as onely the males. were 
-citcumcifed, whereas aifo with us females are baptifed; the reafon 
is, becaufe God hath limited circumcifion to the males, buc under 
the Gofpel that difference is taken away... iu, . +e ‘ 
Againe, Circumcifion. was adminiftred in the private familie, 
but Baptifme onely in the pudlick Affemblies of the Church: The 
R eafon of this difference is, becaufe they were bound.to circum- 
cife the males on the eighth day, but that would not ftand. with 
going tothe Temple, which was too farre off for the people to © 
_ bting cheit chiidren from all the parts of 7#dcato be circumeifed 
onthe eighth day : nor had they alwayes opportunitie of. a fo- 
lemne Convention intheir Synagogues on every eighth day when ; 
fome child or other might be brought to be circumeifed.But there 4 
is no precifé day fet down for Baptifme;nor.are opportunities of - | 
publique Affemblics fo remote when Churches ate gathered in.a 
. congtegationall frame; but that every firft day of the weck Bap- 
tifme may be adminiftred if it be required. Againe for the afore- | 
~faid Reafon circumcifion required nota particular Minifter, for: - 
_ ought we find in the Scriptures, but itis not fo in Baptifmesas hath ‘ 
_been, fhewed in the fecond Confideration: Butno.good reafon 
may be given why in this they fhould not both agree, (viz. ) that 
they are both to be difpenfed onely to members’ of the vifible. 
Church, it hath been proved in the firft Confideration, 
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__ Aalinerta, Rofitions thesthird and fourth. a 
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They that are not capable of Church; cenfuress are not.capable 4 
of Church- priviledges ; But they that are not within Chutch- 


‘Covenant, are not capable of Church-cenfures; Ergo, 
The Propofition is evident ; the Aflumption may be proveds 
x Cor. 5.12. What have I to dee to judge them that are without: Now 
to be without is not onely the cafe of Heathens, and Excommuni- 
cants, but. of {ome beleevers alfo : who though by internall union 
with Chrift, they are within the Cavenant. of grace, yet being 
not externally joyned to the vifible body of Chrift, (a particular 
Church ) are in tegard of a vifible Church-communion faid to be 
without : to this purpofe is that Text alledged by other Divines 
alfo, as Doctor Ames, ai00) | | | 
. Wee may adde hereunto for a fift Confideration, the evill and 5 (ox/id.. 
-permicious confequences of extending Communion in Church- 
priviledges beyond the bond of.Church-fellowfhip : for thas; 
“ Firft, the extraordinary office of Apoftles, and the ordinary of- 
fice of Paftours and Teachets, will be much confounded; if the 
-Jatter be as illimited as the former in the, execution of their office,. 
‘beyond the bounds of theit owne particular Churches. 


é. i 


~ “Secondly, The fecond diltinétion f Church-Aflemblies. from 


we rs é 


“the confufed multitudes is abrogated ; if without memberthip in 
4 patticular Chutch, the Parents may Communicate with the 
“Church inthe Lords Suppet, andtheir feede in Baptifme... . 
“= *"Phirdly » The Church fhall indanger the prophaning of the 
Seales, and want on¢ fpeciall means whereby the grace and pietie 
“of men nay. Meditcebil and made. knowne > for if without re- 
‘fpeét to thait Church-ellate, men of approved pictics, as. you fay 
Are to be admitted'to fellow fhip in the Seales ; how fhall their pie- 
tie be apptoved to the Church, not by,theit owne xeport of them- 
 “felvesalone; without the atteftation of fuch as are approved by the. 
“Church > And how can {uch beare witnes to.their approved pleties 
who againit light refufe to proteffe fudjection. to.the Gofpel of 


“Grit by orderly joyning cherntelyes with fellowthip to fome 


i ‘apptoved Church of Chrift, as membets thercof, when they have 
 “@ppurtunitie thereunto? Seeing fuch Church-fellowfhipis an acti- 
“on of ttue pietie required of all beleevers in the (eccond Gomman- 
|. “dement; and ‘true pietie frameth mens fpirits to have refpect to 
al Gods Commiandements ;.atid we have had much experience of 

it; that men of approved pietie in we judgements of forme, Rye 
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__ “Aafwer to Pofitions the third and foursh 


~ been found too light’, not oncly in the judgement of others, but 

alfo in their owne confciences , when they haye come to the 
cryall in offering themfelves to be members of Churches : with 
fuch a bleffing hath God followed this Ordinance of taking hold 


a of Church- Covenant, by publique profeffion of faith and fepen- 
a tance, before men be admitted to the Seales : But this means of dif 
| covery of mens pietie and finceritic,; would be wholly left, if men 
. | fhould be admitted’ to the Lords Table, withoui entering into 
Chutrch-fellowfhip. ; 


6 Confid, None have power to difpence the Seales but thofe that are. cal- 
ied ‘to the office of the Miniftery, and no mancan be fo called tll 
firft there be a Church to call him : Seeing the power of calling 
Minifters is given by Chrift'to che Church; andthen it followes, 
that all chofe who defired to partake in the Seales, are bound to 
joyne themfelves together in the Church. ftate , that fo they may 
calla Minifter to difpence thé Seales unto them. And feeing this 
due by the appointment of Gods Law, is not onely upon fome 
Chiiftians, but equally upon all, cheretore no Chriftian can expe& 
by the appointment of God, to partake in the Seales cill he hath 
joyned himfelfe in Chutch- fellow hip, and in the call of the Mini- 
ftery. And indeed feeing in a Church, a Minifter called-by the 
Chutch, is of fuch neceffitie for difpencing of the Seales, ir may _ 
feeme unreafonable that Chriftians fhould be bound to become a © 
Church,and to calla Minifter, that fo the Seales may be difpenced, 
and other.men (when this is done ) may not have equail libertie 
‘to the Seals, which refufe to joyne unto the Church, In confidera- 
‘ration that our praCtife may not be cenfured, as novell and fingu- 
lar, give us leave to produce a prefident of the like cafe obferved 

_ and apptoved by publique Countenarice in the dayes of Edmarathe | 

Sixt(ot blefled and famous memory ) who in the yeater 559.gran- 

ted Johannes a Lafco, alearned Nobleman of Poland, and under the 
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Broad Seale of Exgland, got libertic to gather a Church of ftran- 
gets in Levdéen, and to order themfelves according as they fhould 
finde co be according to the Scriptures. Amoneft other godly or- 
ders eftablifhed in the Church that w* concerned the Adminiftra- 
tion of Baptifme, to prevent the prophaning of it , ( wee will re- 
portin A/a/co hisowne words) Baptifme in Churches, faith he, i 
adminifired in the publique Affenbly of the Church, after the publigue 
Sermon ; For feeing Baptifme dath fo belong to the whole Church , that 
. MORE 


— WAnfroer to Pofitions the third and fourth. 


sane ought to be driven backe which i & member of the Church, nor to be 
—— Adasitted to jt which is not a member of st 5 truely st is equall that they 
foould be performed publignuely an the A ffembly of the whole (burch, 
whith belongeth ‘to the whole€ hurchin common; Againe he addeth ; 
(Many (ecing our Churches are (by Gods bleffing ): fo eftablipbea by the 
Kings Majeftie, that they may. be, as. it. were, a Parifh of ftrangers, 
difperfed throughout the (itie, or a body Corporate (as.it is called inthe 
Kings Graunt ) and yet all ftrangers doe not joyne themfelves to our 
Churches 5 eg, there are thofe whileft they avgydall Churches, will pre- 
_ Bend tothe Englifh Church, that they are joyned with us : and tous, that 
they are joyned to the Englifh (1 hurches,and [0 doe abufe both them and us : 
—— Leaft the Englifh Churches. and the Minifters thereof fhonla be decei- 
ved by the impoftures of fuch men, and that under colour of our Churches, 


wee doe Baptixe their Infants alone, who have yoyned themfelvesto our > 8) 
Churches by publique confeffion of their F aith,and obfervatton of the Eca tee 

— elefiafticall asfcipline, eAnd that our Church may. be certaine that the ey 
Infants that are to be Baptized, are their feede who have joyned them. = 
selves in.manner aforefaid, the Father of the. Infant tobe Baptized ( pik Bee 

— poffible he can) or other men or women of notable credit in the Church, - gee 
doc afer themato Bapti(me, and doe publique profelfe, thar it as the feede of eS 

the ( burch, and that wee fuffer no ies to. offer Infants to Baptifme EN 

sn our Churches ,. who hath not made publique profeffion of his Faith, avd By 

i : 


willingly {abmitted himfelfe to the ds[cipline of. our Churches; leaft other= 
wife they Who prefent the childres to Bapti[me, might 11: time plead that : 
they belong to other Churches , and fo foould. deceive the E aglifh Chars 
ches and heir Minifers, 
. Ao thofe that prefenced Infants to Baptifme, they propounded. 
three queftions; [he firft was, Are the/e J nfants which you offer the 
 feede-of onr Church, that they may lawfully here. be baptized by our 
— Miniftery, | 
 Anfwer, Yea; This Inftance is the more to be regarded, be- 
caufe Ala/co affitmeth inthe Preface to that booke, that this li- 
bertie ‘was by the King graunted ro them, out of his defire to. 
 fettlea like reformation inthe €xg4/2 Churches, which isin effe@ - 
| you fee the fame with our praétife in this particular, 
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--Anfider 0 Pofitions the fifrh and fixth. —— 
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That the power 


of Ex communication, Orc. t (0 inthe Bodie of 


% 


the Church, that what thessajor part. ball allow, that mujt. 


be done,though the Pastours and Governours and part of their 
Affembly be of another minde, and-peradventure upon more 
Club Pan trutl "RENO BS. 8 ET eS eee oe Te 


F the Queftion had been, whether the power of Exettnmunicati- 
Lon lyes inthe body of the Congregation, confifting of Officers: 
and members > Our Anfwer thould be Affirmative,and according 
hereunto alfo is Out practife; ‘and wee hope your judgements and 
ours ate not different herein ; But feeing the Queftion is, whether 
it is (0 in the Body of the Congregation, that what the Adajor part 
fhall allow that’ muft be done; though the Paftours and Govet- 
hours, and patt of the Affembly, doe diffentupon more fubltan-’ 
tet REN eet ORE ONE FORO RD On eee 
Our Anfwet is Negative, viz. thatthe power of Excommuni- 
cation is not fealed in the Congregation, neither ought it to be in 
any of the Churches of the Lord Jefus, who ought not to catry 
matters by number of'votes againft God, as: this Pofition imply- 
eth, but by ftrensth of rule and reafon ‘according to God. ‘The . 
power of the Apoftles themfelves was not to’ doe things againft 
truch, but fer thetruth, 2 Cor. 13.8. and not for deftruéction , but 
for edification, 2°Cor, 10. 8. And the fame may be faid concein- 
ing the power which God hath given,to you, and if any Chutch 
amonstt us have {warved from this Rule, which is more then'we 
know.we doe not allow them in fach a ‘practice, bir fhould be rea~ 
dy as the Lord fould help to convince them of their finne therein. 


ms a SN ote tile yl oe tee eae 
That none aré to. be admitted. asfet Members, but they mut 
_ promife.not to depart or remove, unleffe-the Congregation 
will give leavege She iy UG. OW Saga Sal gek bere 


Ur Anfwer hereunto is briefly this, Wecjudge it wete expe- 
~~ dient, and moft according to Rule,that fuch Brethren as ate 


in Covenant with jhe Church, and our {elves as icllow Snes: 
a | a i ca: 


— Anfiver to Pofition the fixth. > 


| arid’have committed their foules to us as Minifters, fhould not for- 
fake gurfellowthip, nor abruptly breake away from us, when, and 
whether they pleafe : But firft approve themfelves therein’ to 
their brethrens ‘confciences’,'and their counfell in fo weightie a 
matter : For which wee propound to your confideration thefe 


uyo Reaforis follawirge tid DOS ON Tce ee Fo 
< Theformer is drawne' from the nature of the Ghurch - Coves 
nant, and confeffion in thefe foure particulars. 
Fir@, Every member at his admiffion doth openly profeffe, and 
folemnly promife, that by Chrifts helpe affifting, he will not one- 
ly in generall give up him(elfe as othe Lord,to be guidedby him, 
foto the Chirch according to Ged.to be dire ed by them (which, 
isno‘morethert the: members’ of the-Church of (Macedonia did, 
2 (ar /8\5..i0 aparallell cafe) bur alfo in particulars, that he will 
performe all duties of Brotherly love and: faithfulneffe to all the 
members of the Body, as of diligenttwatchfuliefle over all his bre~ 
then; throughly to prevent firine’y {6 of faith full admonition ‘af- 
ter theirfalls, coregaine them tothe Lord from their finne ': there- 
fore men ate injoynied hereunto,& that deeply condemned in (21+. 
that he would not doe that dutie of being his Brothers keeper, 
Levit. 19:47, and by Chrift himfelfe,; 4447.18.15. and by Pant 
difoyGalots igig: Poles Toc aid Wol Siu Tlagsn 2c Dyas OT 
Secondly; Thofe ingasémerits named; are not madeé’onely by 
the members admicted tothe Church , but by the Church backe 
_againe'to the members 3 So. that thereby the whole Church in 
‘genetall, and every member inparticular, {tands as well in confci-’ 
ence:bound to‘performe all dutiés'ot love and watchfulnefle co 
himsas he dothto them, And this wee doe according tothe gol- 
-den-Rule of love and equitie enjoyned by our Saviout, Afat.7/ 12, 
fearing the contrary: practife. of Scribes and Pharifees, fo much 
condemned by Chriftsof laying greacer butdens on o:hers then we” 
our {elves are'willing-coundergoc; Mar. 23-4. WEE 
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| > Thirdly; ‘Thefe pramifes they ‘ate lawfully sad mutually made, 
| that members(as alfothe whole Church)ate bound not onely eve- 
_ ryote for himfelfe a€tually to performe them, bur paffively alfo 
| co fuffer his Brethren todoe thefe offices upon and towatds him- 
|}  felfe; ifhe negle&t his former, he fhall falfifie his Covenant, before 
GodsiAngells,:and men madeé,-and fo not onely breake promife to 
his Brethren, contrary to P/al. x So but-alfo in fome fort Aca 
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“A nfiver 20° Pofisiog the fixthe 


the finne of e4zanias and Saphira; inlying.so the holy.Ghoft; con-: 
demned.and punithed fecretly by Gods own hand sfie- 4. 5. 3.40, 
If he fatles in the latter; he fhall not onely be guiitic-of\ the fame: 
finne of the breach of Covenant with God.and man,as:in the for-. 
mer, but fhalladde unto it this folly of defpifing counfell fo much: 
commended, Prov. 12.15.1.7. And fhall.alfo,proclaimerhis his: 
~ foly,and pride, by, fhewing toll. che Chutch that he is wifein his 
own eyes, and leane unto his own wifedome, both repteyed, Prov:: 
3.7, 13.4, Seeing need of no further light to be held. forth by his 
brethren, then what he apprehends himfelf, which is one of the: 
- greateft properties of folly anfelf. ; enaiisie url qu avig linens ni vi 
, from all thefe things|premuled,it appeates-wercan do 410 leffe) 
(and yet we.do.nd mote) then require a Member before he depart: 
according to our Covenant, thus lawfully; deliberately ,and muti = 
ally made, to.expreffe co his Brethren his defire pe gatas and; 
the place and focietig! ¢aiswhichrhe| tends... whethet; tora:godly 
Church, where he may: be fusheredified, orto fome corrupt Af 
fembly. where hemay beidefttoyeds And; {econdly.s his grounds 
and eafons which moye him {o todo; which ifthey hold good, 
being -fcanned-by che Word, he-may not onely be confirmed in 
his way by.the confentand advife;of many s but counfelied alfo. 
how to manage his departure for his beft comfort : and foafter all: 
foiemmiue.with the whole Churches ptayers, and’bleffinig:in the 
nameot Ghrift dif{muffed. But if his grounds be either none:at-all,: 
_ ot weake, or finfull, and c/iat his. defire of departing favours ‘of: 
felf- will, inordinate love of gaine, 1h precipitancie, or a (pirit: 
of Schifme,.more ftrongly then of found, Reafon: Then what 
cansve; what dare we, do lefle without breach of Covenant; chen’ 
in. love and.tenderncfle,. thew him his weaknefle,;-diflwade him: 
fram his, purpofe, and refule to confent > Yet it afterall thiss: we 
fee his {pire ftedfaftly and ftiffely bent for a depatture, then, 
though we dare not act-againtt, our light by, confenting.or coun- 
felling, yetat-his finne be apparent, and danger eminent, we ufe 
racher through {ndulgence (in cafes,o: like nature) co fufpend our 
Vote again{t him, as not willing againft his will to detaine him,’ 
abhortung. to make our Churches piaces of Reftraint' and ‘impri-. 
Objet, Buta any-man fhould objeé&, that this Argument holds ‘firme; 
where this, our Church-Govenant is allowed to be lawful; bue!. 
with fomeitisqueftioned, © Some 
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,. Someindeed have, queRioned the neceflitieof theChurch:-Co- ex fw, 
| vetiatit, but, we hope: our. Reverend Brethren that: we write unto 
| do fot queftion the lawfulneffe of {uch -a Covenant 5: being: 1o- 
| thing elfe for the matter of ity buta promife of doing firch Chri 
‘ftian duties, as the Gofpel of Chrift requites of all'Saints in Gharch - Py 
| ftate : For as we do not hereby promife to performe any new duty . ge 
| to our Brethren which was not before commanded us of the ie 
Lord; but onely review and renew. ourspurpofe afreth performing 
fuch duties to that particular Body into which we are there tobe 
_Ancorporated,as were ‘Before: injoyned ‘in ‘the Word ; as to love 
ach other, andito watch over each other (our of love ) for ‘their 
good, to be readie to give counfell to, and take counfell from each 
other, to prevent finne in them, or gaine them from fin, all which. 
are plentifully and frequently,held forth in the Scriptutes: for the e 
defect of which, cate; and, watchfulneffe,all-the :Body | fhall. be. Ld 
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wrapped in the fame guilt and panithotent with theanembers thac rs 
comamit the finne, as the whole Church of Iftael was. ih «4dchans a 
finand RAMA 9 ok 9RnOL wes rion os mmtindy 4 «oO 3 

~ Secondly, Its. a thing very feafonable,and a knowne fundamen- : 
tall rule tp all Societies that he thatjis, incorporate thereunto; ‘and i 
aff Participates, gt ats Pr isle s therdofs fhould! ingage -himfelfe @ 
9 ¢onforme to all: uch law full rights and orders as are expedient VN 
| or thc, yell being of the Society, the contraty wheicunto will be 
sa thinginjurious to him to offer,, andiconfwfton.to themfelves to 
AECERE voip nate 02.62.08 Wb 2199) dovO modiobscn med 
eA fecond, Gfonndesedrawae fromthe: mecefarieRuuine ithar *.0707#4. 
may fallupon the Body, itevery. particular member fhould depart 
__, athis own pleafure ;.for as every Societie,fo much moteia Church 
of Saints, both from principles of Nature, and: Chriftianity alfo, 
- notonely lawfully may; but in duty. are bound, ro indeavour ‘the 
— sptefervation of us felf; And therefore timely do:forefee, and wife- 
| YtO, PLEVEN is ‘fachshings, as would, buing déftrudtion 6 it (elf. 
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Now ifany,menaber might when and wherefoie hepleafe, “with- | 
out.confent of the Ghurch depart away: from it, this ‘may by un- . 


avoidable. confequence deftroy, the whole:; For if:one man may : . 
| fo, depart, why may nos. another alfoxthough never fo ‘ufefullin a 
“thar Body, whofeablence, might muchchange the well-being of . | 
At: and if one, why.not2. 6.1.0;-12).as,wellas one 2 for whete will 
-y.ou {top {eeing all may plead the, fagordibaitic »and.if members 
| 2 may 


_ have no certainferled Church on earth." 


— Aafiver to Pofition thevfeventh, 


_ may fo do, why may not the Paftor and Teacher alfo, (ecin they - 


ate ryed to him by: the:famerelationthathe is tothem> And fo. 


the principall falling, the whole building matt fall dowa. And if 


that may be fo in.one Church, why not in all? and fo Chrift fhould 
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That.a Miniflerts (aa Minifler toa particular Congregation, 


_ that if they diflike him nnjuflly , or leave him; he ceafeth 
to.ben Minifter. Pots ee cea ee OOS. 


Cyr Antwer tothisconfittsimewo bianchits, 9 
ACS: \Firltyin cafe'asMinifter be fet’ afide by the Church; meerly 


Pe 


_ through:hisown default. Secondly, by.thé Churches fault; with- 


-outany defert of his. Inthe former‘cafe, it is evident he ceafech 


tobe a Minifter to.chem any longer, as appeares in foure. conclu~ 


fions.: pea) AEE CANT AR  AA8 aae hd Bak ty ls ee 
_ Firft, Iriscleare fromthe Word) thaca Patter. or a Feacher in. 
othefe dayes hath no Apoftolicall power Over ‘all Chaftthes’,’ bur 
-onely limited to that one Church where God ‘hath fer hits! P4#/ 
givesthe Elders:at-Ephe/us: nota generall commifion toto to 
_teach all Churches, but to feed one flock, in which the héby Ghoft 
hath made them Over-feers. 4d. 20, 28. $0 Peter gives direction 


them, and totakethe over fight thereofi 1s Pen 5a 

, , Secondly; Itis ascleare; thatall this power‘of feeding which the 

 Minifter hachia tha churchsis nexely derived to him from Chrift, - 

_ by the Church.who hath foleminly:called ‘him’ tothe worke, and - 

~ promifedtd obey hinntherein; fort he hath it Aeewhereic mult - 

’ be either from Chiift himfelf immediitdly jot feeds Pmeothers - 

_ deputed by.Chiilt toconferre it of him; or he muff takeicip him-. 
{elte. Not the firft;for:that was proper tothe Apoftles, 6r-Apo- 

dtolicall men»: therefore Paxl proving his ‘Apoftlethip, {aich, he. 

~ Was called noe of men; norby men, bist by Fefus Chiff hin pfelfe, Gal.a,r. 


'* + t0Elders,to feed-thar flock of God onely which’ was among{t 


Not the fecond; for.wenever tead in’ Gods*Werd of. any-ordi-. 


-narie Officetss or others befides the Church, ‘that had ‘any Com- 
miffion given them from Chriftto call Minifters: unto Ghurches; _ 
| it apes Noe. 
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. Anfmer to Pofition the (eventh. 
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Not the third, for no man taketh this honour, (vz.) of a Prieft, 
but he that is called of God, Heb. 5.4 Therefore itmuft'needs be 
from Chrift by the Church. é rey Toy 
- Thirdly, as that Church in the name of Chrift gave this power 
toa Minifter, to be what he ts, and to do what he doth amongft 
them ; when fucha Minifter hall make and manifeft himf{elfe ap- 
‘parently unworthy and ‘unfit to difcharge the place which they _ a 
thus called himunto ; fo that they may difcerne that Chrift the Big 
head of the Church hath refufed him, from.being a Minifter unto ea 
‘Him; they may then upon .as-food grounds depofe him from its as a 
Ree a a aged seg eS 
Fourthly, whena Chutch hath thus in Ghrifts name put. forth : 
this power, of fhutting, as before they did of opening to a Mini- 
iter, then he muftceafe to bea Minifterto them any more: For 
‘we have no {uch indeliable chara&ter imprinted upona Minifters. 
‘that he muft needs be fo for ever; becaufe he once was fo. : his mie. 


niftery ceafing, the Minifter ceafethalfo.- «3 
~ But fecondly, In cafe theChurch hall without caufe, or a fuffi- : : 
cient weightie caufe, rafhly or wilfully fet him afide,whom Chrift 
ath {et overthem; and whom they fo.folemnely called; and pro- he 
‘mifed keforethe Lord to fuymit unto, and fo abufe their power BN 
‘given them by Chrift : [tis doubtlefle’a very great wrong unto aN 
the Minifter, and finne againft Chrift himfelf, before whom it 
| was.done ; and. not onely Chrift himfelfe willtake it ill at their 
i ‘hands, for {uch contempt done to him in his Minifters (according 
| to Ghrifts {peech» Luk, 10.16,.~He that rejetteth you, rejetteth me: 
| and.Gods {peech, 1.Sam, $..7. They have not caft off thee, but -caft off 
me.) But-even other Churches alfo may admonifh them for it; and: 
-ifthey prove obftinate therein, , withdraw the righc hand of fel- © 
lowfhip from them. And concerning the Minifter himfelf thys 
depofed; feeing it is done not by Chrift, but by the Church with- 
“outChrifts yea again{t che mind “of Chrift, we conceive though 
he be by them deprived of the execution of his Miniftery among {t 
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| them;yet untill he accepts of a call: toanother people, he {till re 
“Maines a Miniter. of Chrift, in. whofe account (notwith{tanding : 
| -fuch a depofition)-he hath true right of Adminiftracion amongit 
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vd 2th bie sit P O2SiI_TLON: the V I 11. 
That a Minifter cannot perform any minifleriall. AE in another 


| _ horace Sasa lied ota onl cle eaettt 
[Fyoutake ( minifteriall a&) improperly, as fometimes it istaken 


by fome, onely when the Minifter of one Church doth exercife 
his gifts of praying, and preaching in another Church, being by 
themfelves fo defited : Then we anfwer in this fence, a Minifter 
of one Chutch may do a minifteriall a& in another,which he doth 
not perform by vertue of any office, but onely by his ‘gift! And 
thus upon any occafion we mutually performe thefe ‘aéts, one in. 
anothers Churches. But if you meane (by minifteriall a&) fuch an 
act of authoritie, and power in difpenfing of Gods ordinance, asa 
Miniter doth perform it to the Church, whereunto he ‘js called 
tobea Minifter; chen we deny that he can fo perforin any minifte- 
riall a&,to any other Church but his own 3 becaafe his office ex- 
tends no further then his call. For chat folemne charge in Ad. 20. 
28.is not to feed all flocks, but that flock onely over which the 
holy Ghoft hath made, them ovet-feers : If that Queftion were 
propounded to any Minifter,. fo sxc in’ another Church, 
which was once to our Saviour by chechief Priefts and Elders [ By 
what power doc ft thou thefe things, and who gave thee this anthoritie 7) 
letthat Minifter, whofoever he be, ftudy how to make anan{wer. 
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That Members in one Congregation may net commemnicate in 


His Queftion (as the other) needs no long Anfwer, beingialto- 
gether through mifrepore miftaken ; for members; of other 
Churches well known and approved, by vertue of communion of 
Churches, do mutually ,and_ without exceptions communicate 
each of chem at others Churches; even fo often..as Gods ,proyi- | 
dence leads them thereunto, and themfelves defite tt. s!sosg orl: 
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